














THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


““ ARCHITECTURE ” 





VOL. CLXXX MARCH 2, 1951 No. 5637 
PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
ARTICLES PAGE 
PAGE | “‘ CONFIDENCE — Not COon- 
Tae £1,000 House: The Need TROLS ’’: National Builders’ 
forLower Rents .. 308 President’s View .. so oe 
New LaYouT FOR HYDE PARK LICENCES FOR Houses: 
CORNER 308 Builders’ President —_ 
LONDON TRAFFIC CONGESTION: Flexibility « sae 
Over £19,000,000 Needed BUILDING APPRENTICES: 
for Improvement Schemes 309 L.M.B. President’s 
Tue ARCHITECTURE OF TRANS- “ Appeal 327 
ee sanenanaas at the Law REPORT 328 
R.L.B es ‘ 310 | LonpoN Workinc RULE: 
B -e as 321 Constitutional Amendments 328 
Mr. DALTON ON Housinc: ProFir SHARING: An Old 
« Greater viaatetted the established Scheme 328 
Aim’”’ .. 323 | RATES OF WAGES IN THE 
IN PARLIAMENT -« Jam BUILDING TRADE .. 329 
Housinc OLD PEOPLE: Dis- PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS 330 
cussion and Exhibition Ar- OrFicIAL NOTIFICATIONS .. 331 
ranged by R.I.B.A. 325 | DEARER IRON AND STEEL: 
DEFENCE AND THE BUILDING New Ministry of atte 
INDUSTRY .. 325 Prices ; 331 
TRADING WITH Canapai THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 332 
r 
a en ILLUSTRATIONS 
CENTRAL LAND BOARD: RAILWAY TERMINUS, PIAZZA 
Modification in Rules for DEI CINQUECENTO, ROME.. 313 
Claims Against the £300m. 326 | “‘ THE BuiLDER’’ Low-cost 
SocIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 326 HOousING COMPETITION : 
Waces SCHEME AMENDMENT: Design Highly Commended 
Civil Engineering Men’ to (163): Architect, John 
Benefit a we see W. Poltock, A.R.I.B.A... 319 








THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE WINNING and certain other designs in “‘ The Builder” 
competition for low-cost housing will be on view at the Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1, for a fortnight 
from March 5, p. 308 


THE FREEING of the important east-west arteries of the Strand 
and Euston-road, and the north-south arteries of Park-lane 
and Tottenham Court-road are proposed in a report issued by 
the London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory are 

= <n SO 


OPENING the ‘‘ Architecture in Transport” Exhibition at the 
R.I.B.A. on February 21, Lord Hurcomb said the best archi- 
tectural advice must be called in at an early stage for important 
and public civil engineering works as well as for works of 
architecture proper. Pu 32 


SPEAKING at Derby on Saturday, Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister 
of Local Government and Planning, said that he would be pre- 
pared to vary housing allocation, either up or down, in accord- 
ance with the progress made by various local authorities ; 
giving special encouragement to the quickest and the more 
efficient, and also taking account of the local situation, when 
this was affected by rearmament work. p. 323 


REPLYING to a question by Mr. C. Orr-Ewing in the House of 
Commons on February 21, who asked whether he would make 
special arrangements for some.of the designs of £950 per- 
manent houses which won the competition in ‘“* The Builder” 
to be licensed for construction, Mr. Dalton said that subject 
to their own building bye-laws, any local authority might 
authorise the construction of houses of this type within their 
permitted quota of private licences. p. 324 


STATUTORY RESTRICTIONS on the prices of ~~ 7 
woods have been removed as from March 1. 


THE CONCILIATION BOARD for the Civil ‘aod 
Industry have agreed to an amendment of the wages classifica- 
tion scheme by the adoption of two wages rates only for labourers 
in the civil engineering industry. p. 327 


and “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


MR. DALTON AND HOUSING 


R. DALTON’S speech at Derby on Saturday last does not 
add anything substantial to Mr. Gaitskell’s reference to 
housing made in the rearmament debate. ‘‘ The Government,” 
he said, “do not intend to reduce the housing programme as 
a whole, and will do all they can to maintain the present rate of 
building—roughbly 200,000 houses a year.” It is clear, however, 
from the Minister of Local Government and Planning’s remarks 
that allocations may be varied, in accordance with the efficiency 
of and progress made by various local authorities and also the 
local situation vis-a-vis rearmament work. 

Hopes that the 1 in 5 ratio might be varied, to allow more 
people to house themselves and to ease the national millstone of 
subsidies, have not been realised as yet. This is a matter to 
which Mr. Dalton must give urgent attention, for it offers the 
chance, and the only chance, of shifting some part of the burden 
of subsidies and rate-aid to shoulders able and willing to bear 
it, and also, if experience of the post-1918 housing era is any 
criterion, of bringing down the cost of building. 

Both at Derby and in the House of Commons Mr. Dalton 
has stated that, subject to its building bye-laws, any local 
authority might authorise houses of the type entered for The 
Builder Low-cost Housing Competition within its permitted 
quota of private licences. Mr. Dalton is aware, of course, 
that the intention of the competition is to make a contribution 
to subsidised local authority housing, and the majority of 
housing authorities in the country will await his verdict with 
eagerness; under the conditions imposed by rearmament, 
maintenance, let alone improvement, of the housing output 
may depend upon the answer he gives. 


THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION 


BARRING accidents, the South Bank Exhibition will be ready 

to time. So Mr. Howard Lobb, the Co-ordinating 
Architect, tells us, and this in spite of the delay caused by the 
electricians’ strike and by the worst winter for building for many 
years. “* By and large,” says Mr. Lobb, “ the men have done 
and are doing a magnificent job, and their work has been 
beyond praise.” 

This cheering news was subsequently reinforced by the Lord 
President of the Council (Mr. Morrison), who told the House of 
Commons last week that in spite of a loss of approximately one- 
fifth of the total working time since last summer, the Festival 
authorities were satisfied that, given an improvement in weather 
conditions and no further interruptions of work, the Exhibition 
will open on May 4 according to plan. 

No satisfactory plan for coping with the English weather has 
yet been designed, but it is good to remember that the building 
operative is, as has truly been said, the salt of the earth, and he is 
not likely to fail in an undertaking in which our national prestige 
is so heavily involved. 


ARCHITECTURAL PERSONALITY 


[N the course of the stimulating address on the United Nations 

Building which he gave to the R.I.B.A. (reported in last 
week’s issue of The Builder), Mr. Wallace K. Harrison revealed 
not only an intensely practical (and national) approach to design 
problems as they are found in the United States but an agreeable 
breadth of outlook on the differing needs of other countries. 
“Your problem in England,” he said in an arresting passage, 
“is completely different from ours or that of France or 
Switzerland. Why do we all try to put on the same corset of 
architecture? As the world becomes smaller it is essential 
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that our cultures retain their personality. ‘ Digne de soi-méme’.” 

Admittedly “ travel broadens the mind,” even if it is confined 
to the pages of foreign architectural magazines of the revolu- 
tionary type—a form of travel that appeals particularly to the 
youthful mind. But it is one that needs to be indulged with 
caution or the mind is apt to be weakened rather than broadened 
by it. We see the result of such over-indulgence in a good 
deal of contemporary architecture which shows little variation 
as between, say, Oshkosh, Wis. or Poissy-sur-Seine, Helsinki 
or Tel Aviv. Among students in particular there is far too 
much subservience to the fads of the fashionable inter- 
nationalist; far too much hero-worship of the current theorist, 
who is generally unable to express himself except in vague 
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abstractions that leave other people in a state of acute meni] 
depression. 

This is not a plea for stagnation, much less for mere architec. 
tural revivalism, though for many even that might be preferable 
to a cheerless internationalism remote from geographical and 
cultural influences. From the international point of view it jg 
the greatest possible mistake to suppose that the more we are 
together in the matter of architecture the happier we shall be, 
The best internationalist is probably the man who thinks along 
the now outmoded lines of “‘ this is my own, my native land.” 
-We should be much more likely to make ourselves interesting 
and tolerable to others if instead of trying to imitate them we 
preserved or created more individuality of our own. 











NOTES anp NEWS 


Carlton House-terrace 


(THE letter from Mr. Kenneth Peacock on 

the proposed additions to Carlton 
House-terrace, published in our last issue, 
invites a few words of comment. Our 
correspondent is obviously right in calling 
attention to the attic storey of the elevations 
to St. James’s Park, which our leading 
article had taken for granted. Our reason 
for regarding the main cornice as _ the 
“relevant” level was that the scale of 
Nash’s great elevations is set by the Order 
and therefore the suitability of any vertical 
addition must be judged in relation to that 
level. The existing attic storey (plus a roof, 
which Mr. Peacock does not mention) seems 
to be exactly proportioned to the Order. 
Neither the roof nor the pediments are 


shown in the perspective drawing of the 
scheme (see The Builder for December 29, 
1950), so presumably it is intended to re- 
move them. If we assume that the height of 
the revised attic storey to parapet level is 
about 12 ft. (and without an elevational 
drawing it is only possible to guess), we have 
with the new work, which, as Mr. Peacock 
admits, rises 28 ft. above this level, a total 
height of 40 ft. above the line of the main 
cornice. Such a height is clearly dispro- 
portionate to the Order and would throw 
Nash’s work out of scale. 


Of course, buildings are never seen ih true 
elevation, and in this case the addition is 
well set back. Point of view is all-import- 
ant. From the pathway on the north side of 
The Mall the addition would be invisible, 
whereas frem a distant point of view it 
would become over-dominant. From the 
strictly architectural aspect the arguments 


against any increase in height appear to be 
valid, while the plea that the terrace has 
value as part of our cultural heritage and 
should therefore be preserved_is not with- 
out weight. So far as the effect of the addj- 
tions is concerned a model should help to 
settle the dispute. Why is it, by-the way, 
as Lord Rosse recently revealed in a letter 
to The Times, that drawings are officially 
withheld from those whose only concern is 
the public interest? 


Full House at the R.L.B.A. 

Nor EVEN Frank Lloyd Wright succeeded 
in strétching the R.I.B.A. to the extent 
achieved by Mr. Wallace K. Harrison on 
Tuesday of last week. His lecture on the 
United Nations building (reported last week) 
sounded as well as it reads, and the packed 
hall was additionally treated to some 
magnificent slides, of colour photographs, of, 
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in his lecture last week at the R. 





THIS:VIEW of the U.N. mein, New York City, was shown by Mr. Wallace Harrison 
-B.A. It shows a window cleaner at work. 


(See note) 





the building. Two of these photographs 
(for the most part taken by an amateur in 
Mr. Harrison’s office) are here reproduced. 


New Rome Terminal 


THE OPENING of the new central station 
in Rome recently is news that will be 
treated in Britain either with envy or cyni- 
cism according to whether our own termini 
are considered adequate, congenial and 
efficient. 


Rome’s new terminal at least appears to 
fulfil the first of these functions. It covers 
an area of about 50 acres, can deal with 
400 trains a day, has 22 main lines and ten 
platforms. The entrance front is about 
250 yds. long and 90 ft. high, glazed hori- 
zontally with nine continuous runs of glass. 
At first-floor level is a canopy projecting 
outward and upward and running horizon- 
tally in the popular switchback fashion. 
(The Romans have named it “ the dinosaur.”) 


The new building line of the station has 
been set back 200 yds. from the old, creating 
a square about 80,000 square yards in area. 
In the setting back of the new building, 
the ‘old Servian wall, which was in the old 
building, has now become a feature of the 
entrance front, for its removal was forbid- 
den. We find, therefore, that almost 
unwittingly, the field stone motif has been 
included in the design. 


The _dominant internal treatment is 
aluminium and glass, Italian architecture 
of the last decade or two has been noted 
for its Strength and bold use of fine material, 
and railway stations rank high in that coun- 
try’s list of architectural achievements. This 
new venture which superseded a suggested 
almost traditional design, should prove a 
bold foil to the surrounding grandeur of 
another age. It is illustrated in this issue. 

' 


Professional Announcement 


Ma. J. B. Marks, O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., chartered 
Quantity surveyor, has been joined in partnership by 
Mr. J, C. Corper, A.R.LC.S., chartered quantity sur- 
veyor, — — ~_—_ at 26, High-st., Guildford, 

> an eir mdon address will be 25, Great 
James-st., W.C.1, 


COMING EVENTS 


Sunday, March 4. 
© B.B.C. THmrp ProcramMMs.—Prof. W. H. Holford on 
«* New Building in Stepney and Poplar.” 10.50 p.m. 


Monday, March 5. 

HoustnGc CEeNTRE.—Opening of exhibition of winning 
designs in The Builder ‘‘ Low-Cost Housing Competition.” 
Continuing until March 17. 9.30 a.m.-5.30 p.m. week- 
days and 9.30-12 noon Saturdays. 

Roya Socirty oF ARrTS.—First of three lectures on 
“ The Great Exhibition of 1851,” by Mr. K. W. Luck- 
hurst, R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 
6 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 6. E: 

Roya INstiruTIoN.—Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., on “Architecture and the Decorative Arts in 
England between 1751 and 1851” (first of three talks). 
21, Albemarle-street, W.1. 5.15 p.m. 

Houstnc CENTRE.—Mry. A. W. Kenyon, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1., on The Builder Competition fot 
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a £1,000 house. Chairman: Mr. J. H. Forshaw, M.C. 
M.A., B.Arch.(Lvpl.), M.T.P.I. 13, Suffolk-street 
Haymarket, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. (Admission by tickey 
only, obtainable from Secretary, the Housing Centre.) 

TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.—“* Modern 
Methods of Timber Construction,” by Mr. Phillip O. 
Reece. Imperial Forestry Institute, South Parks-road, 
Oxford. 7.15 p.m. 


Wednesday, March 7. 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 2).—Luncheon meeting 
at which Mr. D. F. Cox (president) and Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes (director) wiil be present. Horse Shoe Hotel 5 
Tottenham Court-road, W.C.1. 12.45 p.m. 


Thursday, March 8. _ 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS.—“‘ Specia 
Treatment for Portland Cement Concrete,” by Mr. C. L. 


a’Court. 11, Upper Belgrave-street,S.W.1. 6 p.m. 
ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society . (LEICESTER 
CENTRE).—* Hospital Lighting,” by Messrs. M. W. 


Peirce and D. J. Reed. Electricity Board’s theatre, 
Charles-street, Leicester. 6.30 p.m. 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD (METROPOLITAN BRANCH).—*‘ The 
Engineer and the Public,” by Mr. H. Nimmo. 
Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

Friday, March 9. 

Roya SANITARY INsTITUTE.—“ River Pollution,” by 
Dr. S. Greenburgh and “ The Work of a Housing Manager 
in the Post-War Era,” by Miss M. L. Keith. Guildhall, 
Market-place, King’s Lynn. 10 a.m. 

Saturday, March 10. 

PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CuierKs OF WorK.—Annual Ladies’ Night,“Dinner and 
Dance. The Napoleon Suite, Café Royal, Regent-street, 
W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, March 22, 1851. 
LABOURERS’ COTTAGES.—Mr. Frederick 
Pollock, a nephew of the chief Baron, has 
published a pamphlet, entitled “An Essay 
and Design for the best and most economical 
method of building a pair of Labourers’ 
Cottages.” Without porches and _ gutters 
(the omission would be very undesirable) he 
makes the cost for the pair 130/. Mr. Pol- 
lock gives three bedrooms, and considers 
it a merit that one of them (for the girls) 
can only be entered through the parents’ 
room. With a possible advantage in special 
cases, this arrangement, as a general rule, 
is decidedly objectionable. The writer 
properly insists on the importance of provid- 
ing an oven. Thanks are due to Mr. Pol- 
lock for his advocacy of a crying want. 
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THE £1,000 HOUSE 
The Need for Lower Rents 






MPHE intense interest which is being shown 

by housing authorities in every part of 
the country in the results of The Builder 
Low-cost Housing Competition is an index 
of the importance attached to a move which, 
as one of its products, could enable a sub- 
stantial reduction in. the level of rents. 


Nearly four thousand persons, for the most 
part representatives of housing authorities, 
visited the Exhibition of Designs in County 
Hall. S.E.1, last week, and from their com- 
ments (and from the letters from local 
authorities) it is clear that an early decision 
must be taken by the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning on the principle 
of permitting housing authorities, according 
to local needs, to make some revision of 
Housing Manual Standards to the end that 
rents may be brought within the reach of 
lower-paid workers, and capital cost, with 
its burden on the rates, be kept within 
bounds. 





Reduction of Cost 


The adoption of a design on the lines of 
the winning plan (shown in our last issue) 
means that for a comparable cost (£950 
for the new design as against an average of 
£1,400 for the present three-bedroom type) 
three houses can be erected and three fami- 
lies housed for the present cost of housing 
two. The new design offers no loss of con- 
structional quality and only a minimum de- 
crease in the sizes of two bedrooms. 


A number of questions are already down 
in the House of Commons for answer on 
the subject. The Minister’s reply to Mr. Orr- 
Ewing in the House on Friday last (see page 
327) indicates that, subject to its own build- 
ing bye-laws, any local authority may 
authorise the construction of houses of the 
type designed by the winners of the compe- 
tition within their permitted quota of pri- 
vate licences. This answer, of course, carries 
us nowhere, and the Minister’s decision on 
the proposal as it affects local authority 
housing is what really interests housing 
authorities and the’ building industry. 


The winning and certain other designs will 
be on view at the Housing Centre, 13, Suf- 
folk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1, for a fort- 
night from Monday next, March 5 (9.30 a.m. 
to 5.30 p.m., Saturdays, 9.30 a.m. to 12 mid- 
day). 


Mr. Arthur Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., will speak on trends revealed by 
the competition, at the Housing Centre on 
Tuesday, March 6, at 5.30 p.m. As the 
accommodation is strictly limited, admission 
will be by ticket only, obtainable from the 
Secretary, the Housing Centre. 
will be taken by Mr. J. H. Forshaw, M.C., 
F.R.I.B.A. (Chief Architect, Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning). 






































In the House of Commons on February 
27, Mr. Deeds asked the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, whether his 
department had taken note of the architec- 
tural competition on designs for domestic 
houses costing £1,000 or less, organised by 
The Builder, the results of which were now 
being displayed; and whether consideration 
would be given to the suitability of some 
of these designs. Mr. Dalton replied in the 
affirmative. 


The chair | 
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HYDE PARK CORNER. An air view, showing the present layout. 








In the lower 


left-hand corner is St. George’s Hospital 


NEW LAYOUT FOR HYDE PARK CORNER 


HE essential features of the long- 
term scheme for the proposed new 
layout of Hyde Park Corner, London, 
have now been settled in consultation 
between the London County Council 
as improvement and planning author- 
ity, the Westminster City Council and 
the Ministry of Transport. A photo- 
graph is reproduced below ofa model of 
the proposed new layout which has been 
on view to Members of Parliament in the 





Old Journals Office, Westminster Hall 
Annexe. The main feature of the plan 
is a new and larger roundabout taking 
in part of Green Park and a narrow 
strip of the grounds of Buckingham 
Palace. Vehicles will enter Hyde Park 
and the new Park Lane by a street 
through the gap left by bombing in the 
buildings east of Apsley House. It is 
one of the improvements mentioned in 
the London traffic report referred to on 
the‘ facing page. 


See ss eee - 
ting Ries biuret ee 


A view of the model from the same viewpoint as in the upper illustration. This 
shows the alterations as proposed 
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LONDON TRAFFIC CONGESTION 


Over £19,000,000 Needed for Improvement Schemes 


XPENDITURE of nearly £19,500,000 on 

road widening and construction schemes 
fy the inner London and surrounding areas 
is proposed in a report* to the Ministry of 
Transport issued by the London and Home 
Counties Traffic Advisory Committee. Of 
that sum, roughly half is for schemes in 
the inner area of 74 square miles, and the 
other half for schemes in surrounding areas. 


The Committee reached the conclusion 
that there are four main causes of traffic 
gongestion in London, and a number of 
contributory and occasional causes. The 
main causes are listed as insufficient road 
space to carry the traffic; the multiplicity of 
intersections, coupled with a narrowing of 
the carriageway and right-turning movements 
at a number of the most important intersec- 
tions; vehicles waiting in the streets at un- 
authorised places, particularly near signal 
controlled intersections; and the inadequaty 
of off-street parking facilities for cars, 
coaches and commercial vehicles. 


Improvement Schemes 


The improvement schemes that the report 
recommends should be put in hand at the 


eatliest possible moment are _ limited 
to the freeing of the important east- 
west and north-south arteries. The 


east-west arteries are Strand and Euston- 
toad, and the north-south Park-lane and 
Tottenham Court-road. “If these minimum 
toad improvements are begun in the next 
five years they, together with the other re- 
commendations which do not involve heavy 
capital expenditure, will go some way to re- 
lieve congestion. We strongly recommend, 
therefore, that the improvement schemes re- 
ferred to below should be put in hand at the 
earliest possible moment. They must be 
regarded as a first contribution to the bet- 
terment of road communications in inner 
London,” 
(2) Scuemes EstIMATED TO Cost £1,000,000 OR MORE: 
£M 


(i) Hyde Park-boulevard scheme aia 1.25 
(ii) St. Giles’-circus. Construction of slip 
roads on the N.W. and S.E. corners to 


enable roundabout working to be 








instituted ... ui oi aes a 2.43 
(iii) Strand. Widening between George-court 
and Charing Cross Station and imme- 
| __ diately west of Savoy-street ees 1.00 
(iv) Euston-road. Widening between Albany- 
Streetand Gower-street and construction 
of roundabout at Hampstead-road 2.62 
(v) Tottenham Court-road. Widening be- 
tween Whitfield-street and north of St. 
Giles’-circus =e ade ae aa 2.00 
9.30 
() Sctemes Esttmaten To Cost Less THAN £1,000,000: 
(i) Piccadilly. Widening between Swallow- £ 
_ Stteet and Piccadilly-place so ox 31,000 
(ti) Grosvenor-place. Widening immediately 
_ Morth of Hobart-place... oe a 9,600 
(iii) Horseferry-road. Widening near Marsham- 
(iy) High Holborn. Widening carriageway 
Southampton-place and South- 
ampton-row saa ra ma eas 10,000 
) Victoria Station. Improvements in the 
Vicinity of the station Fe 200,000 
£261,600 


The following improvement schemes in 
iw surrounding areas are, in the Committee’s 
vew, of almost equal urgency, and should 
te... 
sNandon Traffic Congestion. Report by the London 
ome Counties Traffic Advisory Committee, pub- 
by H.M. Stationery Office, price 2s. net. 











receive priority second only to the schemes 
recommended for inner London. 








£M 

(i) Cromwell-road extension ‘ae 3.33 

(ii) Elephant and Castle improvement 3.95 

(iii) Notting Hill Gate improvement 1.13 

(iv) Gardiner’s Corner improvement 1.35 

; 9.76 
(v) Hyde Park. Improvement at Alexandra £ 

Gate nin oa a che ‘xs 50,000 

(vi) Hyde Park. Widening of Victoria Gate ... 50,000 

100,000 


Attention is drawn to “ arcading ”; that is, 
setting back the ground floor of premises be- 
hind the building line and supporting the 
upper floors on columns (or by cantilevers) 
as a means of providing greater effective road 
width without excessive loss of building 
space. “We think the possibilities of 
arcading should be carefully considered, 
especially where the choice lies between the 
postponement of an essential road improve- 
ment for many years and its reasonably 
prompt execution if arcading were adopted.” 


Other recommendations relating to roads 
and road works are for the introduction of 
double-shift and week-end working on im- 
portant routes in inner London, and for 
greater co-ordination of works involving the 
breaking up of streets. 

No reduction of buses in the inner area 
is at present considered to be warranted, but 
it may become necessary to impose restric- 
tions on the taking up and the setting down 
of passengers from coaches. 


Where coaches are concerned, “the real 
problem arises in finding suitable places for 
coaches to park at the end of their journey 
or while waiting in inner London before 
making the return journey.” While the 
requirements of coaches on regular express 
services are largely met in the south by 
Victoria coach station, the imminent closing 
of the temporary Judd-street, King’s Cross, 
accommodation has made the search for a 
permanent site in the north “a most press- 
ing need which requires that immediate 
action should be taken by the Minister of 
Transport,” 


Parking Problem Solution 


A substantial reduction of indiscriminate 
parking in the streets is considered essential. 
To bring this about, more off-street car 
parks and facilities for parking within the 
curtilages of new buildings must be provided. 


“We recommend that an immediate sur- 
vey should be made to determine the present 
and potential demands for parking accom- 
modation in inner London and to ascertain 
what off-street sites are likely to be avail- 
able. The whole of London is land hungry 
and because of the difficulty that will doubt- 
less be experienced in finding a sufficient 
number of sites in the districts where accom- 
modation is needed, we think that some of 
the car parks will have to be constructed 
above ground and others below ground. The 
above-ground parks should be of the multi- 
storey type, each with accommodation for 
up to, say, 500 cars. 

“We think it would be preferable to have 
a number of small parks rather than a 
smaller number of large parks. As land 
costs are high, it should be cheaper and 
easier to obtain easements under land and the 
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best solution in some districts may be to 
construct car parks under squares. There 
are no underground car parks in London at 
present, but in 1949 plans were submitted 
for the building of a car park on two floors 
beneath Cavendish-square. This might be a 
forerunner of other similar projects, and the 
suggestion has been made that in time of war 
it might be possible to use such underground 
parks as air raid shelters. We strongly 
recommend that the Cavendish-square pro- 
posal be pursued with vigour.” 


It is also recommended that serious con- 
sideration should be given to the construc- 
tion of certain car parks underneath the 
Royal Parks. The East Carriage-road in 
Hyde Park and The Mall are suggested as 
the most suitable sites. ; 

Car parking space should be regarded as 
an essential part of any new block of offices 
or other commercial development that is 
likely to attract car users, and planning con- 
trol should be exercised, as far as is prac- 
ticable, to ensure that it is provided. It is 
also thought that the Government should 
give a lead and that when new Crown or 
Crown-leased buildings are contemplated, the 
Ministry of Works should have full regard 
to car parking requirements and ensure that 
adequate space is provided for the purpose. 

A bold policy of providing car parks in 
central London would, in the long run, be 
economic. “For a capital expenditure of 
£5,000,000, we estimate that accommodation 
could be provided for a total of 5,000 cars 
in parks having a capacity of up to, say, 
500 cars. Interest and amortization at 4 per 
cent. would amount to about £200,000 a year, 
and the provision of this additional accom- 
modation would go a long way towards 
solving the parking problem in inner London. 
The relative cost of car parks and road im- 
provements must be kept in mind; £5,000,000 
spent on the provision of car parks in inner 
London would give very much greater bene- 
fits from the point of view of relieving traf- 
fic congestion than the expenditure of the 
same sum on road improvements.” 


A higher standard of maintenance for traf- 
fic signals is wanted, and the possibility of 
increasing the use of green arrow signals to 
permit left-turning vehicles to filter, and the 
erection of further advance marking signs 
should be considered. 


The present insufficiency of local and 
through direction signs in inner London is 
considered a contributory cause of delay and 
sometimes danger. “ We are pleased to note 
that the temporary signposting of some of 
the principal routes is being carried out by 
the R.A.C. and A.A. and the resultant ex- 
perience gained should be a valuable guide 
to the Working Party which has been set 
up under the Divisional Road Engineer 
(Metropolitan Division) to formulate plans 
for the permanent signposting of London.” 

It is thought that research might be made 
into the possibility of installing subway 
escalators at suitable points, and where there 
is heavy pedestrian traffic in the vicinity of 
signal-controlled intersections, a “cross 
now” or “all red” phase should be intro- 
duced whenever practicable. 


Shropshire County Architect 


APPLICATIONS are invited from qualified 
persons for the whole-time appointment of 
County Architect for Shropshire, at a salary 
of £2,150 rising to £2,400 per annum. Full 
details of the appointment appear in our 
advertisement columns. 
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A PETROL FILLING STATION IN CALIFORNIA. 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF TRANSPORT 


Richard Neutra, Architect 


EXHIBITION AT THE R.LB.A. 


Reviewed by E. G. Adams, A.R.LB.A. 


"THE present exhibition at the R.I.B.A. 

is a singularly appropriate one for the 
Festival year since Britain led the way in 
developing transport during the last century 
and largely owes its position in the world 
to its internal transport system and to its 
transport links with the Commonwealth. At 
the same time, this exhibition reveals that 
though we initiated the nineteenth century 
revolution in means of transport, and still 
hold our own in new developments, we 
have not led the way in producing 
buildings for transport purposes, a field 
of architecture where the contemporary 
outlook of fitness for purpose and _ the 
application of new structural methods 
and materials can find expression un- 
hindered by any preconceptions arising out 
of tradition. 


Railways 


The development of steam power and the 
manufacture of iron and steel brought about 
the railways which offered an unprecedented 
opportunity for new architectural expres- 
sion. However, it is rather to the engineers 
than the architects of the nineteenth century 
to whom we look for a straightforward recog- 
nition of the new possibilities. In this part 
of the exhibition we see the great iron arch 
of St. Pancras, designed by P. W. Barlow in 
1868, and the simple facade of Cubitt’s 
Kings Cross, against which the Venetian 
Gothic flamboyance of Scott’s St, Pancras 
Hotel is seen as completely irrelevant. The 
idea of the railway terminal as a great monu- 
mental public building became firmly estab- 
lished, but apart from Hardwick’s Euston, it 
has produced no significant results in this 
country to compare with, for example, 
Saarinen’s masterpiece at Helsinki. The 
Helsinki station has a sculpturesque monu- 
mentality which now seems too heavy and 
pretentious, yet it has a great deal of 
character and positive expression, which is 
much more than can be said for most of 
the London termini, old or new. 

The same dramatic dignity is evident in the 
Stuttgart station. There is no doubt about 
this being a very important building, even 





if it is rather severe and grim. By contrast, 
the Amstel statidn, at Amsterdam, by 
H. G. J. Schelling (1939) is dignified and im- 
pressive and also much more human. To- 
gether with Schelling’s Muiderpoort station 
at Amsterdam, it is probably the most suc- 
cessful of the modern stations shown here. 
The spacious concourse has a feeling of 
lightness and airy grace, obtained by good 
proportions and ample fenestration—a place 
in which it would be a pleasure to arrive. 
Most travellers gain their first impression of 
a town on arriving at the railway station and 
in most English towns that first impression 
is so blighting that it heavily overshadows 
one’s subsequent view of the whole town. 

The best English example that could be 
found to stand with foreign ones like Hel- 
sinki and Stuttgart was Surbiton (1936). By 
comparison, Surbiton has dated badly. It 
now seems immature, with its fussy tower 
and conflict of horizontal and vertical empha- 
ses. Our most successful contribution to 
railway architecture is established again as 
those old friends, the Underground stations 
of Adams, Holden and Pearson, Arnos 
Grove (1933), Cockfosters, and the others. 
They still have a freshness and simplicity 
which not all the post-war tube stations have 
managed to recapture. 

British Railways have a burdensome and 
disheartening legacy of badly designed and 
out-of-date buildings. | Many stations are 
nearly one hundred years old and are totally 
inadequate «for present-day needs; The 
process of replacing them is obviously going 
to be very slow. This exhibition does in- 
clude a number of projects for either new 
stations or for improving old ones by 
alterations. These projects mostly show a 
lively and pleasing quality—sadly needed to 
brighten up some of these neo-Romanesque 
or French chateau havens of gloom. It is 
to be fervently hoped that the new schemes 
may make use of fresher colours and once 
and for all seal the doom of the inevitable 
green, chocolate brown and cream. 

The two most interesting new projects are 
for stations at Banbury and Plymouth. The 
Banbury station has a broad access bridge 
above the tracks in which is incorporated 
waiting and refreshment rooms, with a view 
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over the lines, as well as passenger and hyp 
gage ways. The Plymouth North-road gh. 
tion and offices scheme is the most ambition 
one exhibited. Its layout has been digy. 
ted by the fact that certain work had bem 
carried out before 1939 and also by 







cel traffic together in existing parallel gy 
ways. Another controlling factor wag {4 
need for extensive office accomm 
with its own access and circulation, 
resulting design, illustrated by a model 
very satisfying. The offices are housed 
two right-angled blocks, of seven and thie 
storeys, in which the vertical ribs of; 
frame are emphasised and panels of con- 
trasting colour and texture give variety, 4 
Staircase from the main concourse leadg4 
to a gallery with access to a large ; 
ment room over the booking office. " 
Amongst the new foreign stations, eagil 
the most striking is the new Rome Terminy, 
The. long canopied entrance is part of 
Sstructurally-daring roof that shoots out and 
then twists itself into an asymmetrical 
curve over the main station hall. Poised 
above this are five floors of offices, ex 
very barrenly on the entrance elevation a 
rows of horizontal slit-like windows. Les 
startling in its forms, but full of the promix 
of eventually being a superb building, ig the 
new terminus at Oslo, illustrated by draw 
ings and photographs of models, and won it 
competition in 1946 by Engh and Qvam. A 
most skilful use has been made of differing 
levels linked by staircases and ramps. The 
Office block above the station has been most 
carefully detailed. Here the main entrance 
is marked by an elegantly soaring canopy, 


Inland Waterways 


A nostalgic screen at the exhibition js 
devoted to that short-lived enterprise in 
transport, the canal, dealt as it was a death- 
blow by the growth of the railways almost 
as soon as it had been established. The eye § of 
lingers over idyllic pastoral scenes with leafy 
banks and the grass growing between the 
paving stones of neglected and decaying 
locks. What a contrast to the nearby photo- 
graphs of the interweaving highways of New 
York or the serried ranks of automobiles 
parked in San Francisco and Los Angeles. 


Roads 


The development of the internal combus 
tion engine has led to much more intens 
problems for our age, particularly in rind 
planning, than either the railways, where 
the process is mostly one of consolidation, or 
the airports, even though the latter do com 
sume tremendous areas of precious land 
There are suggestions in the exhibition for 
combining car parks and bus stations i 
the lower floors of city office blocks. This 
idea has been put into practice in the new 
plan for Warsaw, where the office blocks 
are connected by raised footpaths and gar 
dens. The effect of the road on the lant 
scape, both rural and urban, is illustrated, 
and road junctions considered, from the pt 
mitive triangle at the village green, domit- 
ated by clustering elms and the church spit 
the wide open spaces of Piccadilly Circus 1 
the days of horse-drawn traffic, up to th 
contorted and inhuman intricacies of th 
largest American fly-over crossings. Archi 
tecture has for the most part been utterly 
neglected where accessory buildings to road 
are concerned. We have achieved nothing 
more than a clutter of tumble-down shacks 
or petrol stations at their most vulgatly 
commercial. That these buildings could be 
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BURLINGTON STATION, IOWA, U.S.A. Holabird, Root and Burgee, 


simple, pleasing and unostentatious additions 
to the landscape is evident from photographs 
of some Swedish service stations with light 
concrete canopies and restrained lettering. 
Apart'from actual buildings, the design of 
roads entails all the incidental objects which 
can be classed as “street furniture.” Here 
again in this country there is little to be said 
to our credit. Not surprisingly, the photo- 
graphs for this section are drawn from Hol- 


land, Switzerland and Sweden and include a 
lamp post encircled at high level by a basket 
of flowers, a novel and entertaining idea. 
Roads are built for vehicles and the 
vehicles require garage and workshop build- 
ings. Perhaps the best of those illustrated 
here is the bus garage at Newbury Park, by 
Oliver Hill, a very virile design of semi- 
circular reinforced concrete arches. Equally 
forceful is the new Dublin bus station by 





Architects 


Michael Scott, where the concrete framed 
office blocks are directly expressed in a 
right-angled shape with a corrugated con- 
crete canopy filling in the angle at a lower 
level and forming a foil to the geometry of 
the offices. 

Dublin is unusually fortunate in possessing 
not only a very successful new bus station 
but also a fine, and justly famous airport, 
designed by Desmond Fitzgerald. The de- 


COMO STATION, ITALY. Paolo Perilli, Architect 
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signers of airports are unhampered by any 
rigidly formulated notions on methods of 
design and in almost every instance they turn 
the opportunity to advantage and produce 
buildings which have an appropriately airy 
and welcoming quality. Certainly the Dub- 
lin airport, built to a crescent plan, with 
sweeping ranges of windows, and flat roofs 
for observation, meets a new problem with 
the creation of new forms as successfully and 
excitingly as the machines around it. Build- 
ing for the aeroplane seems to have stimu- 
lated sensible, uninhibited architecture. The 
spirit that characterises the earlier airports, 
such as the Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam, 
Wilhelm Lauritzen’s Kastrup Airport at 
Copenhagen and, on a smaller scale, Chris- 
topher Nicholson’s gliding club at Dun- 
stable, is continued in Frederick Gibberd’s 
proposals for the Control Building at Lon- 
don Airport. The relationship of the indi- 
vidual buildings on an airport is largely a 
matter of achieving a successful circulation, 
together with a satisfactory visual expres- 
sion. This is really the fundamental prob- 
lem of all large-scale transport architecture, 
including, of course, railway stations in order 
to obtain the maximum efficiency and the 
least delay and discomfort. 


As previously mentioned, we now admire 
the Victorian engineers who designed new 
types of structures, like Telford’s aqueducts 
and Brunel’s arched roofs at Paddington 
station because, unlike their architect con- 
temporaries, they exploited new materials in 
a direct fashion. We can admire the same 
qualities in buildings like the architect- 
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designed hangars at Filton, Bristol (Bric 
Ross) and those at Zurich by Karl Kundig, 
where great areas of uninterrupted floor 
space are made available by the vast spans 
of steel trusses. These buildings rely en- 
tirely on their intrinsic functional purpose 
for their effect and can now be appreciated 
in their own right as a contribution to archi- 
tectural development. 


Some Maritime Examples 


This review should not be concluded with- 
out mentioning the small section on the sea 
and the architecture it calls into being. The 
clean lines and taste of Brian O’Rorke’s 
steamship interiors are well known. Murals, 
fabrics and lavishly designed furniture con- 
tribute to the slightly exotic effect of the 
public rooms of the Italian “Conte Bian- 
camano.” The Southampton Terminal 
Building is illustrated by a photograph but 
not named. 


More sensitive and more worthy of its 
position as a gateway to the country is 
Mary Reader’s project for Plymouth Mill- 
bay Ocean Terminal, which is to be built to 
deal with the revival of traffic from the 
North European ports, recovering from 
war-time devastation. The main baggage 


warehouse is lit by monitor lights with 


curved roofs, forming a very pleasing eleva- 
tion. When this new maritime terminal and 
the new British Railways station have been 
completed, Plymouth looks like claiming the 
position of being the town with the most 
efficient and attractive transport architecture 
in England. 


THE OPENING CEREMONY 
Lord Hurcomb on Architectural Opportunities 


HE “ Architecture in Transport ” Exhibi- 
tion was opened at the R.I.B.A., on 
February 21, by Lord Hurcomb, G.C.B., 
K.B.E., who was introduced by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A. 
It was an important feature of the Exhibi- 
tion (said Lorp Hurcoms) that it showed 
examples of the architecture of transport by 
land, air and water, side by side in the same 
room. It was, however, only to be expected 
that the railways should provide a high 
proportion of the exhibits. One reason for 
the smaller output of new railway building 
in this country was to be found in the fine 
quality of the buildings we had inherited 
from the past. British Railways had a num- 
ber of fine stations built in the last century 
by bold, imaginative and forward-looking 
people who worked with respect to tradition 
and to scholarship and the rules of their 
art, but were not afraid to plan liberally for 
the future and to spend money on premises 
that were spacious, often handsome, and 
always well and solidly constructed. 

“This heritage,” said Lord Hurcomb, “ is 
too often overlooked, perhaps because some 
of it is overlaid with later and unfortunate 
accretions, As far as the architectural 
qualities of some of these buildings are con- 
cerned, you will be aware that the Commis- 
sion have generally endorsed the views 
expressed by our Committee on Relics and 
Records, whose Report was published in 
January. The Commission have accepted the 
policy that the care of these historic build- 
ings and other structures must be treated as 
an important trust. Their preservation will 
be undertaken under expert guidance and 
we hope shortly to invite your Institute to 
confer with: us on the methods to be adopted 
to this end.” 


Many of the buildings shown were replace- 
ments of buildings destroyed in the war. 
We had a good deal of war-damage still to 
make good, but only a proportion of. this 
work was providing opportunities for the 
architect. On the other hand, Plymouth 
North-road station and Plymouth Millbay 
Ocean Terminal were clearly linked with the 
reconstruction programme for that severely 
war-damaged city. But, though we suffered 
a good deal of destruction in the war, in 
some other countries the damage was far 
greater. The exhibition showed illustrations 
of station projects which reflected the magni- 
tude of the tasks now facing those countries. 


“ Despite the admirable planning and good 
construction of our old transport buildings, 
we have to recognise the fact that in a num- 
ber of cases the traffic has long outgrown 
the accommodation provided. Much study 
was given by the Railway Companies to the 
problems arising at such stations, and 
British Railways, and London Transport, 
too, are grappling with many such prob- 
lems in their drawing offices, trying to plan 
wisely for the years when capital invest- 
ment is once again released from _ the 
stringent controls in force at the present 
time and when materials become more 
freely available. I am not sure that there is 
not some advantage to be gained by being 
a little behind some other countries in new 
building. When new ideas are being 
tested in practice, faults begin to show 
themselves and further improvements can 
be worked out. At any rate, as our rate of 
building improves, we shall be able to reap 
the benefit of miuch experience obtained in 
this°way. You will remember, for example, 
that shortly before the’ war a most am- 
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bitious scheme for the complete reconstrup. 
tion of Euston was prepared by the L.MS; 
had it proved possible to carry it out, a 
striking new architectural landmark would 
have been added to the London scene, Tp. 
day, we have to take sober views of what 
is economically possible, and our present 
plans are to introduce substantial improve- 
ments at Euston within the general frame 
work of the present station. Many will 
rejoice to know that this will almost 
certainly give a considerably greater 
expectation of life to the famous Doric 
propyleum and to Philip Hardwick's 
splendid Great Hall. Meanwhile, I hope 
you will find that the model of Banbury 
station and the photographs of the new 
London Transport stations at White City, 
Wanstead and Redbridge indicate that great 
pains are being taken to find efficient and 
good-lodking solutions.” 


British Transport was not concerned 
only with buildings for the public, con- 
tinued Lord Hurcomb. The Commission 
attached the greatest importance to their 
programmes for modernisation and general 
tidying of the many buildings that remained 
substantially fitted for the job they had to 
do. These programmes were going forward 
at a steady pace throughout their transport 
system. British Railways had 12 station 
schemes of that kind in their programme 
for the current year. If there was no 
serious deterioration in our economic 
situation, we might look forward to in- 
creased activity of this kind in 1952. Matters 
which would receive special consideration 
in these schemes were the easing of the 
traffic flow, improved tidiness, good light- 
ing and sign-posting, comfort in waiting- 
rooms and refreshment rooms, cheerful 
colour, and advertising displays that, 
by their orderly arrangement, made a posi- 
tive contribution to amenities and smart 
appearance. 


It would be noticed also, and he hoped 
with approval, how much attention was now 
being given to the design of incidental 
line-side and road-side equipment. 


“Before I finish,” continued Lord Hur- 
comb, “I should like to add a few general 
remarks -about the association between 
architecture and engineering, a subject that 
has always been of great personal interest 
to me, first at the Ministry of Transport, 
and later in my capacity of Chairman of 
the Electricity Commission, but never more 
than at the present time. Looking back 
over the past 200 years, we can see how 
fortunate it was that the great civil engineers 
who built the main body of our canal and 
railway system were all-round men with an 
astonishing range of capability. Many of 
them had been trained in the old traditions 
of fine craftsmanship that were still strong 
and undecayed in their time. Yet, evel 
they, with all their traditional understand- 
ing of formal design, felt that they needed 
the help of architects, In these days the 
part that architects have to play 2 
the design of transport structures ané 
engineering structures generally is evel 
greater and more important. I am glad 
assure you that the Commission and their 
Executives agree that the best architectural 
advice must be called) in at an early stag 
for important and public civil engineering 
works as well as for works of architecture 
proper. 


“For myself, I look forward to the in} 
creasing collaboration between architec 
and engineer with confidence and hope. 
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ic NEW RAILWAY TERMINUS, PIAZZA DEI CINQUECENTO, ROME 
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“THE BUILDER” LOW-COST HOUSING 
COMPETITION 


DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED (163) 


Architect: JOHN W. POLTOCK, A.R.LB.A. 


FLooR AREA: 874 sQ. FT. CaPITAL Cost: £985. 

ROM an examination of the building costs of recent Council 

housing and the recommendations and requirements of the 
Ministry of Health as to the standards to be provided, the 
problem set by the competition appears capable of solution 
by either a drastic reduction in the standards of the living accom- 
modation or by a modification of the methods of construction 
and a substitution of materials less costly than those now 
employed. 

Present-day costs appear to show that a reduction in the 
nature of 25 per cent. is necessary to arrive at a price per house 
between £900 and £1,000. 

The first possibility presupposes a willing acceptance of 
living conditions below those envisaged by the Ministry of 
Health standards, and approaching the low standards frequently 
found in slum areas, yet it is clear that to retain the Ministry’s 


| standards without any reductions required the use of methods 








| be more expensive. 


~ 








and materials not generally employed in house construction. 


The conclusion was reached that it would be undesirable 
to achieve the required saving in cost by a general reduction of 
the standards of living accommodation, although certain minor 
reductions, such as the elimination of one w.c., can be made 
without serious effect. 

Having arrived at this conclusion, attention was then given 
to the question of substitute materials, and at once it became 
apparent that many of the more attractive new materials are 
quite costly when compared with the usually accepted materials. 
At the same time, experience has shown that the employment of 
a light weight sheeting, such as asbestos cement sheets, in lieu 
of the more usual clay, or concrete tiles for a roofing material, 
results in a considerable reduction in deadweight with the 
corresponding reduction in the sizes of the timbers forming the 
roof skeleton. 


Roofing Material Selected 


The final choice of corrugated cement sheeting for the roof 
and wall cladding above first-floor level followed investigation 
into various methods and materials. Other materials which at 
first glance appeared more attractive proved by comparison to 
Asbestos cement also has the advantage 
that the average builder ‘‘ knows ” the material. 

At the same time it is appreciated that substitute materials 
must provide insulation and weatherproof qualities no less 
efficient than those provided by the traditional methods and 
materials now associated with small houses. Wind and rain will 
be kept out by the asbestos cement sheeting, while the required 
insulation will be obtained by the use of fibreboard ! in. 
thick and aluminium foil. 


Thus the solution submitted could be erected by any local 
builder with materials with which he is fully acquainted and 
which are obtainable on the market and in quantities which are 
within those allowed by licence of the various Government 
Departments. 


The very essence of the planning problem is the elimination 
of any waste space, and a plan was sought which reduced, 
wherever possible, those portions of the house providing passage 
space and the means of circulation from room to room. 

Covering the entrance door from the road is a porch large 
enough to accommodate a pram or to provide cover from rain 
for a visitor's bicycle. The entrance door is placed under the 
Porch roof, thereby increasing the area of the hall, and 
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further ensuring that the swing of the front door in no way 
encroaches on the approach to the staircase—a common fault 
in minimum standard housing. 

Through access from front to back of the house is provided 
by means of the utility room, which connects directly to the hall 
and front door. The utility room may also be used for the 
storage of pram and bicycle, and there is sufficient space to 
store garden implements and also for a work bench. An electric 
power point is provided, and the floor, with that of the hall, is of 
granolithic. 

The dustbin is readily accessible for the dustman in a small 
ventilated “cupboard” at the front of the house. A refuse 
hopper which is self-sealing in both the open and closed positions 
is provided near the sink in the kitchen, and this discharges the 
refuse directly into the dustbin below. 

The living-room (174 sq. ft.) has to provide for every aspect 
of family life including dining, and is so placed that full advantage 
can be taken of the garden, while the relation of the working 
kitchen to the end of the room, where feeding would take place, 
would reduce to a minimum the traffic between range, store, 
larder and table. 

A working kitchen is provided (100 sq. ft.) having working 
benches, cooker, sink, etc., arranged on the opposite walls 
for ease of working, and one end wall providing generous 
shelving space for storage. Cooking is by electricity, but could 
be by gas. 


Heating Arrangements 
A solid fuel burning closeable and controllable open fire in 
the living-room has a back boiler providing hot water for baths, 
etc., and the flue gases are used for heating an auxiliary cooking 
oven in the kitchen, while warmed air is distributed to the 
principal bedrooms. By placing this apparatus in the centre 
of the building the maximum heating efficiency is obtained. 


To accommodate the family of two adults and three children 
of mixed sexes, two large bedrooms (139 and 116 sq. ft.) and one 
small bedroom (71 sq. ft.) are provided. Each has a wardrobe 
cupboard, with hanging curtains instead of doors. There are 
no fireplaces in the bedrooms, but each has a power point. 

The linen cupboard is in the principal bedroom and is heated 
by the hot water storage cylinder. The cold water storage tank 
is immediately over the linen cupboard. 


Care in the placing of the bathroom has kept the runs of 
water piping and waste pipes to a minimum and results in the 
whole of the plumbing and drainage being compact and 
economical. Water pipes are placed well within the building and 
away from “cold spots.” 


To reduce first costs, the planning of the kitchen has been 
modified to permit the present design to be quite efficient and 
saving of labour, but reduced relatively to an austerity level by 
the omission of those parts of the fittings that can at first be 
replaced by cheaper materials yet remain capable of easy modifi- 
cation if and when desired in the future. The exception is the 
larder, which has been provided with a door and all relevant 
shelving, etc. The other kitchen fitments provide for the 
present a skeleton framing supporting the requisite shelving and 
bench tops. Cupboard doors and drawers have been omitted, 
but hygiene and tidiness will be obtained by the provision of 
simple curtain runners hung with plastic curtains or other 
material. The kitchen is so planned as to permit the installation 
in the future of a small insertion unit refrigerator. The party 
walls have been made hollow, first to reduce noise transmission, 
and, secondly, to facilitate the bonding of the projecting ends 
of the party walls. The overall width of the party wails is 134 in. 


It is hoped to reproduce the designs and reports submitted by 
Mr. Norman R. Minter and the Hon. R. de Yarborough-Bateson, 
which were also highly commended, in next week’s issue of 
‘** The Builder.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Competition Records 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

IR,—I have just visited the exhibition at 

County Hall of the 322 designs for a 
£1,000 house, submitted in response to your 
invitation, and have perused the admirable 
brochure which you have published on this 
interesting competition. 

I suggest that all important competitions 
should be followed by the issue of a record, 
produced in a like manner, thus preserving 
in permanent form the valuable information 
relating to the premiated designs and those 
receiving honourable mention. 

Would it not be possible for the technical 
Press, acting in collaboration with the 
R.LB.A. competitions committee, to join in 
a combined effort to produce such a record 
regularly? 

May I suggest that in important competi- 
tions, in addition to the premiums to be 
awarded, a sum should be provided by pro- 
moters which would aid the cost of publica- 
tion, and which incidentally should give each 
competitor a free copy? 

The technical Press might combine by the 
loan of their blocks and printed matter, after 
use in their several journals, to minimise the 
cost of production. 

I have before me the three volumes of 
Academy Architecture illustrating 36 
British competitions, 1905-1908, edited by 
the late Alexander Koch, which I have 
always valued as an important record of 
both design and draughtsmanship; similar 
records were also issued for County Hall 
and the R.I.B.A. building. 

I propose to submit the above proposal 
for consideration by the R.I.B.A. competi- 
tions committee, as I believe such a joint 
record would prove a valuable addition to 
the technical Press’s contribution. 

F. MILTON Harvey. 

3, Raymond Buildings, Grays Inn, W.C.1. 


Baffling Baffles 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR—Mr. R. G. Muir’s thoughtful letter 
of February 16, in which he drew 
attention to some of the peculiarities of 
modern school design, prompts me to ask 
whether any of your readers can enlighten 
me on the rationale of a feature which is 
often seen on classroom elevations nowadays 
—the sun baffle. As this is invariably a 
permanent fixture, does it not largely defeat 
its purpose? 
Assuming that a classroom faces south, 
the baffle is least effective when its help is 
most needed, that is at midday, and most 


, effective earlier and later when the sun’s 


fays are oblique and therefore less trouble- 
some. If baffles are to be uniformly effec- 
tive during school hours, should they not be 
pivoted and moved to conform with the 
course of the sun? 

But are baffles really necessary? What 
sense is there in making one wall of a class- 
foom almost entirely of glass and then hav- 
ing to devise methods of reducing the light, 
such as abnormally projecting eaves, sun 
baffles, and, as Mr. Muir has now discovered, 
even the finishing of ceilings with a light 
purple tint? Could not all this trouble and 
expense be avoided? Is it beyond the in- 
genuity of science to devise an up-and-down 
interior sunblind that will diminish glare 
Whenever necessary and yet admit an ade- 
quate amount of light? Blinds would surely 
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be cheaper and more effective than any of 
the methods now so widely employed. 
H. J 


The Q.S. and Local and Nationalised 
Government Services 
To THE Epitor of The Builder. 
IR,—The letter from “‘ Local Government 
Architect ” in your issue of February 2 
contradicts itself so transparently that fur- 
ther comment would not be justified but for 
the fact that it propounds a doctrine which 
can be dangerous for local government. 
“Local Government Architect” denies 
the existence of any merit in the claims of 
quantity surveyors for greater recognition of 
their services to local government, and to 
prove his point gives a picture of the all- 
important architect co-ordinating the work of 
his numerous minions (structural, electrical, 
heating and ventilating engineers, quantity 
surveyors, etc.) from his elevated position at 
the centre of affairs, and then goes on to 
condemn those (somewhat infrequent) cases 
where the architectural work of a local 
authority is still carried out under the direc- 
tion of the engineer. 


This really will not do. ‘ Local Govern- 
ment Architect” cannot have it both ways, 
and the sooner he realises that, due to the 
attitude of persons such as himself, co- 
operation between local government depart- 
ments is at a premium and is something that 
cannot be fostered by attempts to suppress 
minorities, the better. 

As a civil engineer in local government, 
I would inform your correspondent that 
there are many authorities whose architec- 
tural work is handled quite competently by 
the engineer with architectural assistants, 
and I am quite prepared to be given ex- 
amples of engineering work being similarly 
carried out by architects. 

LocaL GOVERNMENT ENGINEER. 

Yorkshire, 


Quantity Surveying and Architecture 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—I was very interested in the leading 
article “The Quantity Surveyors’ 
Dilemma” in your issue of February 2, 
with which I am in complete agreement, 
but it seems to me that your correspondents 
on this matter have missed the whole point. 
The lack of preparation and organisa- 
tion before the commencement of a build- 
ing project is the chief reason for the 
chaotic state that exists in the building in- 
dustry to-day. 
able to produce complete and full working 
drawings and specification, it will never 
be possible for contractors to organise their 
work with any degree of efficiency, and in 
consequence building works will cost more 
and take longer to erect than they need. 
Also, perhaps, this is one reason why 
British architecture is so dull and un- 
inspiring in comparison with Continental 
and American architecture, which is carried 
out in a more thorough and efficient 
manner. 


As hinted in your article, the main cause 
of the trouble is the existence of the 
independent quantity surveyor. He per- 
forms no really useful or constructive 
function and is, in fact, a hindrance to the 
building industry. For, under the present 
system, the architect knows he can rely on 
the quantity surveyor to cover him as 
regards cost and so considers it only 
necessary, in the first instance, to prepare 
the minimum of drawings and answer some 


Until British architects are. 


321 


queries and then, later, to make what 
variations he wishes during the performance 
of the contract; contractors cannot be 
expected to tender without quantities under 
these conditions. Such a system can hardly 
be called efficient, but so long as the 
independent quantity surveyor remains, the 
present state of affairs will continue. 


Briefly, the following are my suggestions 
for reorganising the building industry under 
the present system of competitive tendering. 

(1) Amend the R.I.B.A. Form of Contract 
to make both drawings and _ specification 
the contract documents on which the con- 
tractor will base his tender; allow no bills 
of quantities. This will compel architects 
to prepare complete working drawings and 
a full specification before the job goes to 
tender, (The specification need only des- 
cribe materials and workmanship and need 
not state the locations; the drawings being 
complete will show the whereabouts of the 
work.) Any unforeseen works (other than 
normal contractors’ risks) to be paid on a 
cost plus basis. 

(2) Amend the R.I.B.A. Form of Contracte 
to prevent architects making variations dur- 
ing the course of the contract; any 
variations that are required, to be made 
after completion. Errors and/or dis- 
crepancies between drawings and/or specifi- 
cation to be the contractors’ liability to 
interpret what was intended. 

(3) Introduce a new method of estimating 
whereby materials and labour are computed 
and priced quite independently, thus giving 
a more comprehensive picture of the work, 
the cost of materials being calculated as 
units delivered to site and the cost of 
labour being calculated according to the 
total number of persons to be employed 
for the time reckoned to complete the job, 
this to be based on past statistics. The 
present way of estimating is too detailed and 
cumbersome to be accurate, and can only 
be described as approximate and intelligent 
guesswork. 

Pay certificates in equal monthly amounts, 
not necessarily related to the extent of work 
done, with a proportion deducted if the 
contractor desires an extension of time. In 
this case, it might be advisable to make 
damages for non-completion bear a definite 
relation to the contract sum. (Time, in- 
cidentally, is not “the essence of a building 
contract,” as was recently stated by one of 
your correspondents.) 


(4) There seems to be a need for a further 
specialist within the architectural profes- 
sion. Architects to-day, owing to their 
training and overriding interest in design, do 
not appear to be capable of preparing 
thorough and full working drawings or a 
specification. 


It might, therefore, be a good idea to 
subdivide the architectural profession into 
“architect designers” and “architect con- 
structors.” “Architect designers” would 
design and plan the proposed building 
according to the client’s requirements; 
“architect constructors” would prepare 
from line drawings and perspectives thorough 
working drawings and specification, present- 
ing all the information required by the 
contractor. 


It will be obvious that, if ever the above 
ideas are put into operation, there will no 
longer be any need for quantity surveyors 
(a saving of about four per cent. in fees!), 
but they can be usefully merged with 
“architect constructors” and _ contractors. 
This, indeed, would be a good thing as, 
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personally, I find quantities a most soul- 


destroying and _ unsatisfying occupation, 
anyway! 
MICHAEL THORNE [A.R.I.C.S.]. 
Plymouth. 


“The Quantity Surveyors’ Dilemma ” 
To THe Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR.—May I venture a comment on an 
interesting side-issue revealed by Mr. 
Willis’s letter in your issue of February 16, 
in which he remarked that his experience 
before the war was that (except where 
public authorities were concerned) “the 
quantity surveyor always prepared the con- 
tract specification for the architect—and 
for nothing!” To which Mr. Willis added 
the exclamation, “ A dilemma, indeed!” 


A dilemma for whom? Usually for the 
other man, the one who was conscientious 
about the code of professional conduct. 
For that “ and for nothing!” was, to put it 
squarely, a contravention of at least two 
of the rules governing professional conduct 
for chartered surveyors. It was a practice 
inviting obvious abuse. 


But why do we use the past tense and 
talk of “ before the war”? Has the prac- 
tice dropped out of professional tactics 
nowadays? Granted that a full specifica- 
tion is not now required owing to the 
revision of the standard Form of Contract, 
nevertheless an intelligent annotation of the 
bill of quantities requiring the exercise of 
professional skill is called for, to take the 
place of a specification. The quantity sur- 
veyor is, indeed, the man best placed to 
write this—but why for nothing? He is 
producing a document which bears the 
architect’s name and is accredited to the 
architect in the professional scales of 
charges. Therefore, it is a service which, if 
required of the quantity surveyor, should 
properly be accounted for. 
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I feel sure that this matter has been the 
subject of advice circulated in recent year$ 
by the R.I.B.A. or the R.LC.S., either 
severally or jointly, but I have not at short 
notice been able to track it down. 


S. W. Hookway. 
Bristol. 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
QIR.—A quantity surveyor cannot but feel 

somewhat gratified at the amount of 
publicity which is being given, in your 
columns, to the various aspects and prob- 
lems of his profession. I feel sure, however, 
that few quantity surveyors would agree that 
there is a “dilemma.” A dilemma, strictly 
speaking, is a position where one has to 
choose between two equally bad alternatives. 
Now, I do not know any person so eminently 
capable of finding a third way as your 
real ‘ dyed-in-the-wool ” quantity surveyor. 
He is the man who knows the third word 
which is neither “yes” nor “no.” His 
intuitive power is seen in his brilliant hand- 
ling of final accounts, his subtle interpreta- 
tion of contract conditions and his ability 
to handle architects, builders, clients, officials 
of the Treasury (either central or local 
authority) and similar gentry who, though 
condescending to him as their servant, 
secretly confess him as their master. 


After following the letters of your corres- 
pondents I cannot help reframing the age- 
old question to my fellow quantity surveyors, 
“are we mice or men ? ” 

It is generally understood that the pro- 


fession of quantity surveyor originated be- 
cause, in days gone by, it was the custom for 


‘builders to prepare their own quantities, 


which, if, say, a'dozen people were tendering 
for a job, would mean so much wasted effort 
for 12 estimators when a common bill, pre- 
pared by an independent surveyor, would 
have met the purpose. The important point 
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to notice here is the “instinctive need ” of 
some form of quantities to enable a price 
to be worked out. Over the years the bil} 
of quantities has developed into the precise 
and detailed product of to-day. This 
development has been brought about by 
mutual agreement between: builders and gur- 
veyors—the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment is the charter of this mutual agree 
ment. 


Now, why must we change ? Would there 
be any genuine gain if we sacrificed these 
skilfully prepared documents for some brief 
outline document omitting all labours or 
using some hieroglyphic notation instead of 
the King’s English? I am sure that anyone 
with full knowledge would agree that no 
genuine saving would be effected. I am cer- 
tain that no estimator of repute would wish 
it. 

My first point, then, is that quantity sur- 
veyors should rise up and say categorically 
that the quantities for such and such a job 
will take so long to prepare, and insist on 
the full time being allowed in which to pre- 
pare a complete and accurate bill (English, 
not American). 


This leads on to my second point, namely, 
the question of full details and specifications 
being required from the architect before the 
preparation of quantities is commenced. 
Details of construction are not, perhaps, so 
important as a complete schedule of finish- 
ings. Most quantity surveyors know a good 
deal more of the hard facts of construction 
than the architect and, where the drawings 
are hazy, the quantity surveyor can usually 
take the construction in his stride. But he 
must have from the architect a schedule of 
types of floor, wall, ceiling and roof finishes, 
that is, details which must be indicated by 
descriptive matter as necessary adjuncts to 
the plans and elevations of the building. 


As Mr. Willis says, the only use a speci- 
fication has beyond the full bill of quantities 
is to indicate where the items of work 
described in the bill are located in the build- 
ing. Cross-referencing from an abbreviated 
bill of quantities to a detailed specification 
whilst estimating is a most exasperating pro- 
cedure and it is far better for the bill to 
describe fully the whole of the labour and 
material required. The type of specification 
visualised by Mr. Willis, which is a sort of 
guide book locating the various measured 
items, is almost essential where the quantity 
surveyor has had to work out his own con- 
struction details and finishes, and it is advis- 
able that the quantity surveyor should pre- 
pare it (at a suitable additional fee). That 
is, if it is considered desirable that the quan- 
tities as printed and the job as built should 
agree—alas, not an important factor with 
most architects. If, on the other hand, the 
architect has supplied full details with a 
schedule of finishings, then he, himself, 
should know the location of the measured 
items and -could, perhaps, prepare the 
“ guide book ” himself within his normal fee 
according to the R.I.B.A. scale. | 


Of course, one would expect the architect 
to have a professional conscience and to do 
all that he is supposed to do for the fee he 
obtains and not leave his construction detail- 
ing, approximate estimating and advice on 
tenders, etc., to the various specialists who 
work with him. 

Here, again, with my second point I think 
the quantity surveyor should assert his post 
tion and demand full information from the 
architect before he commences his task. | I 
realise that I am begging the question “¥ 
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the quantity surveyor takes the stand you 
suggest, how do you expect he will get or 
retain any clients ? ” 


I do not think the quantity surveyor need 
concern himself with this question. Pro- 
gessing from the simple task of preparing 
a bill of quantities through the years of be- 
ing tolerated as a necessary evil by architects, 
the quantity surveyor has emerged to-day as 
the acknowledged, indispensable and impar- 
tial arbitrator between all parties to a build- 
ing contract, the contract organiser and finan- 
cial genius who can convert a loss into a 
gain and the encyclopedic guide to building 
(and most other) knowledge. 


“Local Government Architect ” appears to 
belong to the age when architects tolerated 
quantity surveyors as a necessary evil. He 
must soon become aware that times have 
changed. Both in local government and in 
private practice the quantity surveyor is 
reaching full maturity; indeed, it is within 
the bounds of possibility that soon we shall 
have quantity surveyors employing architects 
as specialists and county and borough quan- 
tity surveyors employing architectural sec- 
tions. 


This, my third point, leads me to the con- 
clusion that the one answer to all the dis- 
cussions in your columns is for the quantity 
surveyor to assert his full professional status 
in the certain knowledge of his unique posi- 
tion in the building world to-day, and for the 
various professional bodies representing 
quantity surveyors to change from defensive 
tactics to a full-scale advance towards this 
objective. Who knows, perhaps “ registra- 
tion” of the whole profession would be a 
most useful first line of attack with, say, 
a County and Borough Quantity Surveyors’ 
Association for artillery support. I must 
apologise for writing at such length but the 
correspondence seemed to require an attempt 
at a summing up. 

PHOENIX 

Cheshire. 


“ Streamlining the Quantities ” 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—The primary object of streamlining 

the quantities appears to me to be the 
reduction in time taken to prepare the bill 
of quantities, as the time taken under the 
British system has been criticised in the 
Anglo-American Productivity Report. Most 
of your correspondents hope to achieve this 
teduction by one or both of the following 
methods:— 


(a) Curtailment of descriptions; 


(b) Curtailment of the number of items to 
be measured under the S.M.M. 


Mr. D. D. Yeoman’s suggestion (The 
Builder, February 16) that the S.M.M. 
should “line-up” with a costing  sys- 
tem is rationalisation rather than simplifica- 
tion of that document, and has not therefore 
been included in the above list. I doubt 
whether a “ basic list” of descriptions would 
help to reduce substantially the time taken 
o prepare bills of quantities as it would 
affect the “ billing” process only. 


Without the builders’ wholehearted co- 
operation, little can be done about (b), and 
it is unlikely that the builders will surrender 
what has taken them so long to build up. 
To implement (b) to any useful extent would 
entail turning the clock back to the middle 
of the 19th century when, for example, slat- 
ing to roofs was measured in one item. 
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Since that time, building has increased 
enormously in complexity and cost, and one 
cannot look to curtailment of measured 
items for any substantial contribution to 
time saving. 


None of your correspondents, as far as I 
am aware, has considered the actual methods 
of preparing the bills of quantities—the pro- 
cesses of “taking off,” “abstracting” and 
“billing,” or the “ trade-by-trade” method 
employed in the North and in Scotland. It 
is doubtful whether one can consider these 
processes or methods sufficiently streamlined 
not to require further investigation. The 
large number of clerical arid checking opera- 
tions necessary in the method usually em- 
ployed is extremely wasteful of manpower, 
and is should be possible to reduce the num- 
ber of man-hours’ without _ sacrificing 
accuracy. 

It is in this field that the greatest saving 
in time could be obtained if the right solu- 
tion was to present itself. 


The solution is in the hands of the quan- 
tity surveyor alone, and if with the co- 
operation of the builders he can rationalise 
the S.M.M. and curtail descriptions at the 
same time he will make @ great contribu- 
tion to the industry. J. N 


The Operatives’ 24d. Wage Increase 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


QiRk.—I have read the interesting letter 

by Mr. E. F. Connold, F.R.LC.S., refer- 
ring to the R.I.B.A. Form of Contract (The 
Builder, February 23). Mr. Connold could 
not, of course, have known that the actual 
date of promulgation of the National Joint 
Council decision was February 21 and not 
February 8, the constitution of the National 
Joint Council requiring that decisions mak- 
ing constitutional amendments must be rati- 
fied by the parties prior to official promul- 
gation. 

This Federation has advised its members 
to make clear to their prospective clients 
whether their tenders recently submitted do, 
or do not, take account of the 24d. increase 
due to come into force on March 5. 


WILLIAM D. Bryant, 


Public Relations and Press 
Officer, National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. 


82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


S/R,—Your correspondent Mr. E. F. 

Connold has apparently misread 
clause 25fa) of the R.I.B.A. Form of Con- 
tract. The phrase “any alteration in the 
said rufes or decisions ” must be thought of 
as a whole and clearly the operative word 
in this phrase is “alteration.” The effective 
date of alteration is therefore what the 
clause is intended to convey. 

This is made manifestly clear if the pre- 
vious sub-clause, 25(a) 1(a), is studied. This 
reads: “ The prices contained in the Bills of 
Quantities . . . are based upon the rates of 
wages and other emoluments and expenses 

payable by the contractor to work- 
people . . . in accordance with the rules or 
decisions of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry applicable to the 
works and current at the date of tender.” 


J. M. EDKINS. 
215, Redland-road, Bristol, 6. 
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MR. DALTON ON HOUSING 
“ Greater Flexibility the Aim” 


ME. HUGH DALTON, Minister of Local 

Government and Planning, urged local 
authorities, on Saturday, to “lose no time ” 
in getting on with their housing programmes, 
despite the repercussions of rearmament. 
Speaking at Derby, he said, “The rearma- 
ment programme, which the Government 
regards as a prime national necessity, is 
bound to affect many sections.of our 
national life and there is bound to be some 
reduction in the civil building programme. 


“But we shall do our utmost to avoid 
large or widespread interference with this 
programme. The requirements of rearma- 
ment may delay the completion of local 
housing programmes in some areas. But we 
do not intend to reduce the housing pro- 
gramme as a whole, and we shall do all we 
can to maintain the present rate of building, 
roughly 200,000 houses.a year. 

“TI hope all local authorities responsible 
for housing will lose no time in getting on 
with their programmes. 

“I shall be prepared to vary allocations, 
either up or down, in accordance with the 
progress made by various local authorities; 
giving special encouragement to the quickest 
and the more efficient, and also taking 
account of the local situation when this is 
affected by rearmament work.” 


He was maintaining, as a general rule, 
the ratio of one in five for houses to be built 
by private licences, and was also continuing 
the arrangement whereby this ratio might 
be increased, at the request of any local 
authority which could show good reasons for 
such increase. 


He was also encouraging the building of 
hous2; of differ€nt types and sizes to meet 
the needs of particular districts and of par- 
ticular sections of the community, especially 
of older people, on the one hand, and of 
young married couples without children or 
with only one child on the other. 


Tenancy Exchanges 


“I am also very anxious to encourage 
voluntary exchanges of tenancies so as to 
reduce both overcrowding and _ under- 
occupation in existing houses,” Mr. Dalton 
continued. “I hope that all local authori- 
ties will facilitate such voluntary exchanges 
on their own estates and that similar ex- 
changes may be arranged, by mutual good- 
will, as between councils and private 
landlords.” 


Mr. Dalton said that during the five and 
a half years Mr. Bevan was responsible for 
housing policy he did a magnificent job. 


“J think that there is no task more im- 
portant now than to seek to find a way out 
for that substantial minority of people who 
are now very badly housed,’ Mr. Dalton 
continued. 

In building under private licence there 
was great opportunity for experiment, and 
many famous archilects were examining 
this problem at the moment. “ Provided they 
do not reduce the essentials, I am very in- 
terested in what they can do. I am very 
anxious to encourage every new idea.” 


Mr. Dalton said he was also most con- 
cerned that the best use should be made of 
existing houses. “You do want to make 
sure that they are used well. We are well 
aware that there is a great deal of over- 
crowding, but there is also what we call 
under-occupation.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


“ The Builder ” Competition 


N February 21, Mr. C. I. Orr-EwinG 

asked the Minister of Local Government 
and Planning whether he would make special 
arrangements for some of the designs of 
£950 permanent houses which won the com- 
petition in The Builder, to be licensed for 
construction. 


Mr. DaLton said that subject to their 
own building bye-laws, any local authority 
might authorise the construction of houses 
of this type within their permitted quota 
of private licences. 


Development Charges 


On February 13, Mr. LESLIE HALE asked 
the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning what was the total amount of 
development charges assessed as payable up 
to the last most convenient day under the 
Town and Country Planning Act; and what 
was the estimated annual income from this 
source, based on the most recent informa- 
tion. 


Mr. DALTON said that, up to the end of 
January, £5,300,000 had been paid, and a 
further £3,486,000 had been set off against 
near-ripe claims on the £300,000,000. It 
was not yet possible to give a close estimate 
of annual revenue. 


Evicted Persons 


On February 13, Mr. NIGEL Davies 
asked the Minister of Health whether he 
was aware that cases had arisen where 
families had been evicted’ from their 
homes and had ended up in the police 
Station because there was no_ longer 
any statutory obligationeon the local 
or county welfare authorities to give them 
accommodation; and what steps he would 
take to ensure that this cannot happen in 
future. 


Mr. BLENKINSOP said that the provision 
of accommodation for evicted families who 
could not find homes for themselves was a 
matter for the local housing and welfare 
authorities to consider together. Those 
authoritics were doing their best within the 
limits of their resources. 


Housing Rents 

“On February 14, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if he would take steps to modify the 
existing anomaly whereby local authorities 
might raise rents for council houses in- 
definitely, while, at the same time, proper- 
ties belonging to private owners were 
subjected to rigid rent restrictions. 


Mr. DALTON said that this would require 
an amendment of the Rent Restrictions 
Acts. 


. 


Building—Lessor Scheme 

On February 19, Mr. H. Hynd asked 
the Minister of Works if he was aware of 
the disadvantages associated with the 
Building—Lessor Scheme; and whether it 
was his intention to bring this to an end. 


Mr. Stokes said nearly all these building 
lessor schemes were planned in order to re- 
lease requisitioned accommodation as 
quickly as possible. He was aware that 
they had certain disadvantages and no new 
schemes were being authorised. The posi- 


tion was under review having regard to the 
needs and effect of the defence programme. 
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Private Building Works 


On February 20, MR. STOKES, Minister of 
Works, replying to a question by Mr. 
Harrison, said that the total value of pri- 
vate building works licensed by the M.o.W. 
in 1949 and 1950, in England and Wales, 
amounted to £264 million and £248 million 
respectively. 


Private Building Licences 

On February 20, BRIGADIER MEDLICOTT 
asked the Minister of Local Government 
and Planning if he was aware of the un- 
satisfactory operation of the five to one 
ratio in the issue of building licences in 
many districts; and if he would now either 
alter the ratio so as to allow of a greater 
number of private houses being built or 
preferably sanction an overall increase in 
the total number of licences which local 
authorities might issue. 


Mr. LINDGREN replied in the negative. 
The Minister was, however, ready to con- 
sider on their merits proposals submitted 
by particular local authorities. 


Carlton House-terrace 


On February 22, Mr. ROBSON-BROWN 
asked the Minister of Works how far the 
scheme for the reconstruction of Carlton 
House-terrace had proceeded; whether the 
plans had been approved by him, and, if 
so, on what date; and how far His Majesty's 
Government were committed to this scheme. 


Mr. STOKES said the preliminary sketch 
plans of the scheme for reconstructing 
Carlton House-terrace had been prepared 
and were now being discussed with the 
Planning Authority. These plans were 
approved by his predecessor in 1948 after 
they had been agreed by the Royal Fine 
Art Commission. The Government were 
committed to expenditure on architect’s fees 
and had spent some money on securing 
vacant possession of the property. 


The Festival of Britain 


On February 21, The Lord President of 
the Council, Mr. HERBERT Morrison, said, 
in reply to a question by Mr. Dopps, 
that progress on the construction of the 
South Bank Exhibition had been appre- 
ciably delayed both by continuous bad 
weather and by interruptions of work due 
to industrial disputes. A loss of approxi- 
mately one-fifth of the total working time 
since last summer had been caused by bad 
weather. He had no similar estimate of 
the effects of unofficial strikes, but these 
had necessarily had consequences greater 
than the loss of time of the men actually 
involved. Nevertheless, the Festival office 
were satisfied that, given an improvement in 
weather conditions and no further interrup- 
tions of work, the exhibition would open 
on the arranged date of May 4. 


Work in Scotland 


On February 20, replying to Mr. 
MANUEL, MR. MCNEtL, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, said that the total value of 
local authority housing worksauthorised dur- 
ing 1950 amounted to about £29 million. No 
estimate could be given for works of 
repair, conversion and maintenance carried 
out by local authorities on existing houses. 

Of the total value of private building 
work licensed in Scotland during 1950, 
£1.4 million was for work sponsored by the 
four Scottish departments, £4.5 million for 
private enterprise houses and repairs to 
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existing houses licensed by local authorities 
and £17.3 million for work sponsored by 
other departments. The Jast figure in. 
cluded about £5 million for small works 
and maintenance. 


Private Building in Scotland 


On February 13, Mr. MANUEL asked the 
Minister of Works if he would state the 
total value of private building works 
authorised by his department in Scotland 
during 1950. 

Mr. STOKES said that the total value of 
private building work licensed by his 
department in Scotland during 1950 was 
£18,718,000. This figure included work to 
industrial, commercial and _ agricultural 
buildings. 

On February 13, MR. MANUEL asked the 
Minister of Works what safeguards were 
taken by his department in Scotland to 
ensure that the amount for which a build- 
ing licence was granted by his department 
was not exceeded. 


Mr. STOKES said that any complaints of 
irregularity were investigated and there were 
limited arrangements for inspecting work in 
progress. 

On February 13, Mr. STOKES told 
Sir William Darling that, on May 15, 
1950, the latest date for which figures 
were available, the total number of 
building workers employed by _ contrac- 
tors with business addresses in Edinburgh 
was 15,113, of which it was estimated that 
about 8,000 were working in Edinburgh. 


Prosecutions 


On February 13, MR. MANUEL asked the 
Minister of Works if he would state the 
number of prosecutions initiated by his 
department in Scotland in connection with 
building activities where the interest con- 
cerned had exceeded the sum authorised 
by the building licence granted by his 
department. 


Mr. STOKES said that there had been 
nine such prosecutions in Scotland in the 
last two years. 


Water Taps 


On February 13, Mr. MARPLEs asked the 
Minister of Works how much more metal 
was used in the British Waterworks Asso- 
ciation’s standard tap, B.S.1010, than in the 
Ministry of Health’s swan tap; what taps 
were now being used in the home market; 
and what taps were being exported. 


Mr. STOKES said that taps produced by 
different makers varied slightly in weight, 
but on the average the + inch B.S.1010 tap 
was about 14 oz. heavier than the Ministry 
of Health’s swan tap and the j-inch 
B.S.1010 tap was about 2 oz. heavier than 
the Ministry of Health pattern. Both 
B.S.1010 and Ministry of Health taps 
were used at home and were exported. 


Sand and Gravel 


On February 13, COLONEL STODDART- 
Scotr asked the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning if he had yet received 
the Waters Reports on sand and gravel. 


Mr. DALTON said that the Advisory Com- 
mittee had so far submitted the first part of 
their report, in the form of a general survey, 
and seven separate regional reports. He 
expected to receive further regional reports. 
anda final report, within the next 12 
months. He was consulting the Iccal plan- 
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ning authorities concerned and, while most 
of the recommendations were accepted, 
there were some which needed further 
consideration. 


Labour Force 

On February 13, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning what incentives he intended to pro- 
yide to enable the present labour force to 
produce an additional 30,000 houses a year, 


Mr. DALTON said he was glad to see that 
the building industry had recently agreed to 
the wider use of methods of incentive 


payment. 


Rearmament Workers 

On February 13, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning what special provision he was making 
for additional houses to accommodate the 
additional workers who would be required 
in rearmament factory areas where there 
were already long waiting lists. 

Mr. DALTON said that these needs, as they 
arose, would be taken into account in the 
distribution of the housing programme. 


HOUSING OLD PEOPLE 


Discussion and Exhibition Arranged by 
R.LB.A. 


§ the Architects’ Benevolent Society has 
just celebrated its centenary, and hopes, 
when funds permit, to build and endow 
homes for its beneficiaries, the R.I.B.A. feels 
that this is a suitable opportunity to have 
on view a small exhibition designed to show 
the progress made in providing accommoda- 
tion for old people. At the same time, 
the R.I.B.A. has decided to hold a discussion 
meeting on Housing Needs of the Old to 
provide an opportunity for the exchange of 
views between architects and representatives 
of the voluntary and statutory bodies con- 
cerned with this work. In this way it is 
hoped to focus attention on an urgent prob- 
lem at a time when a possible reduction in 
the building programme may tend to restrict 
the provision of this type of accommodation. 


The meeting is to be held at 66, Portland- 
place, W.1, on April 13 next, at2.30 p.m. Mr. 
H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, a past-president of 
the Institute, will be in the chair, and Sir 
Edward Bligh, Chief Officer of the Welfare 
Department of the L.C.C.; Mrs. M. M. Hill, 
Chairman, Hornsey Housing Trust and of 
Hill Homes; and Mr. A. Llewellyn Smith, 
F.R.1.B.A., are among those who have agreed 
to speak. 

The exhibition will be on view at the Insti- 
tute on the day of the metting and until 
April 28. It will include an introductory 
historical section and more recent schemes, 
with particular emphasis on the different 
types of accommodation (including con- 
version schemes) required to meet the vary- 
ing needs of the old. Also included will be 
examples of new projects such as those 
specially designed for the New Towns. 


In collecting material for the exhibition, 
the Institute is most anxious not to overlook 
any recent schemes, or conversions, of 
special interest but which may be little 
known, and will therefore be glad to have 
particulars of any such schemes designed to 
meet the problems of housing old people. 
Information should be sent to the Institute’s 
Exhibitions Officer, and tickets and pro- 

mes are available free on application 
to the Secretary, R.1.B.A. (envelopes marked 

Housing Needs of the Old aj 
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DEFENCE AND THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


{From a Correspondent} 


"THE Government’s defence plans, at least 

so far as they are likely to affect the 
building industry, develop slowly. It is, 
of course, necessary to know what is likely 
to be the size of our Armed Forces before 
we can make provision for their accom- 
modation; it is necessary to know the weights 
of the aircraft likely to be used from our 
airfields before specifications for runways 
can be drawn; it is necessary to fix the 
strategic sites before the defence works can 
be located. But while we are waiting for 
these decisions to be made the industry is 
left in an ambiguous position. 


Even those with very short memories can 
recall the tendency on the part of the Service 
Works Departments to concentrate on large 
works and to place these in the hands of 
relatively few selected contractors. They 
can also remember, however, how quick 
these same departments were in 1940 to 
accept the services of every firm—no matter 
how small—to put a ring fence round Brit- 
ain when invasion was threatened. Will it 
take a similar threat to our national exist- 
ence to convince the Ministry that the build- 
ing industry is well organised and that it 
will give its best service if work is distri- 
buted on the basis of “to each according 
to his capacity? ” 


It may confidently be anticipated that 
there will be large demands for building 
materials. What steps are being taken to 
ensure that supplies will be available when 
required? To take softwood as an example. 
According to the Timber Trade Journal the 
probable imports of softwood in 1951 will 
be as follows :— 


PURCHASES BY TIMBER CONTROL: 











Hard Currency Areas: Standards. 
From Pacific Coast already pur- 
chased for the first half of 1951 450,000 
From Pacific Coast likely for second 
half aa ep pe ms 250,000 
From Eastern Canada now nego- 
tiating 150,000 
850,000 
Other Areas under Timber Control: 
From Yugoslavia ... F 100,000 
From Russia 200,000 
From Poland ped 50,000 
From other Eastern European 
countries ... : al 25,000 
375,000 
PURCHASES BY PRIVATE TRADING : 
(Total possible Imports): 
From Sweden was as 225,000 
From Finland 200,000 
From Brazil 50,000 
From France 50,000 
From Austria 20,000 
545,000 
1,770,000 


One may hazard an opinion that this is 
a very optimistic estimate. Imports during 
the past four years from all sources have 
averaged only 923,700 standards per annum. 
Consumption, as estimated from licensing 
information, averaged 1,100.000 standards 
per annum. Again, this is probably an over- 
statement, otherwise stocks would have 
fallen not by 350,000 standards which is 
the available information but by .twice that 
amount. Certainly, at the moment stocks 
are dangerously low. 

The Government’s heavy anticipated pur- 
chases for 1951 have been undertaken 
largely with a view to stock-piling. This is 
a laudable objective; its effectiveness will be 
greatly enhanced, however, if care is taken 
to distribute the stocks over as wide an area 


and into as many small piles as possible. 
Dock areas, where most of the storage space 
is available, would be early targets, and a 
few incendiary bombs could quickly reduce 
a large stock-pile of timber to ashes. 


There is still, unfortunately, too little 
reliable information available as to the price 
trend that may be anticipated during the 
current year. Early information from the 
Timber Control and from the importers 
would be a great advantage to the building 
industry. 


In addition to timber there will 
undoubtedly be shortages of steel and 
cement. Steel, the total demand for which 
already exceeds the supply, will be required 
in considerable quantities for every aspect 
of the defence programme. Unless there is 
a fuller allocation of coal to the brick indus- 
try we may anticipate shortages of bricks. 
The Ministry of Supply recently published 
a list of prohibited uses of zinc and copper. 
The date orginally fixed for the application 
of these prohibited uses was February 1, but 
this was, fortunately, postponed until 
March 1, and in the intervening period the 
industry may have agreed to make repre- 
sentations to the Ministry with the object 
of securing the amendment of the list. For 
instance, under the heading of electrical and 
gas accessories itis proposed that-there should 
be serious restrictions of the types and pat- 
terns available for such items as lighting 
reflectors, shades, galleries and shade car- 
riers, suspension chains and ornamental 
lighting fittings of all types. In addition 
there is' to be a considerable restriction of 
galvanising. For example, wall ties, gutter 
brackets and nails may not be galvanised. 
The anticipated life of any ungalvanised 
alternatives will, in many cases, be extremely 
short. Even the substitution of paint or 
bitumen dipping would not meet the func- 
tional requirements of these fittings which 
receive considerable rough treatment before 
being fixed in position and then are located 
in places which are so inaccessible that they 
could not receive subsequent anti-corrosive 
treatment. The amount of zinc saved by 
supplying these articles ungalvanised cannot 
be very much, and it is to be hoped that in 
the best interest of the industry this part of 
the Order will be rescinded. 


Apart from lead there is no effective sub- 
stitute for zinc or copper sheet for flashings, 
aprons and similar purposes, and lead itself 
will be in short supply. On the publication 
of the Order the Minister of Supply stated 
that it had not been possible to consult all 
the manufacturing industries affected before 
the provisional list was issued, and certainly 
no attempt was made to consult the user 
interests. Prompt and determined efforts 
on the part of architects and builders is 
therefore necessary if the Minister is to be 
persuaded to omit from the Order items 
which cannot be satisfactorily or economic- 
ally replaced by substitute materials. 


The main task before the architectural 
profession and the building industry is to 
keep the Government aware of the import- 
ant part that building plays in defence. 
Whether the building industry is engaged on 
the building of defence projects or on house- 
building or on essential repairs, it will cer- 
tainly be engaged directly or indirectly on 
defence. The claims of the industry to fair 
treatment must receive sympathetic con- 
sideration. 
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TRADING WITH CANADA 


The International Trade Fair 


RITISH manufacturers, recognising the 
Canadian International Trade Fair as 
an introduction to the markets of the 
Americas, and with an eye to Britain’s drive 
for dollars, will again be going to Toronto 
for the 1951 Fair. Applications received from 
United Kingdom manufacturers total over 
60,000 square feet, and are expected to reach 
70,000 square feet. Several British trade 
associations are organising group displays of 
the products of their member firms. 


The ScIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT MANUFAC- 
TURERS ASSOCIATION has reserved a large 
block of space in the Automotive Building, 
where they will be exhibiting a wide range 
of instruments with industrial, medical, 
research and educational application, in 
every case imcorporating new equipment 
demonstrating the trends in British instru- 
ment design. 


The British machine tool industry will have 
an exhibit covering half of a new building 
which has been remodelled especially for the 
1951 Canadian International Trade Fair and 
is known as the Industry Building. This par- 
ticular display will be the largest single 
exhibit in the Fair, and is made up of the 
member firms of three Associations, MACHINE 
Toot TRADES ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF ENGINEERS’ TOOL MANU- 
FACTURERS and the FEDERATION OF BRITISH 
HAND TooL MANUFACTURERS. 


A number of British manufacturers of 
industrial trucks are uniting together under 
the title of the BritisH INDUSTRIAL 
Truck EQuipMeENr Group to display 
material-handling equipment. Since the ter- 
mination of the war, a great deal of develop- 
ment has been made with fork-lift and pallet 
trucks, and these, together with associated 
equipment, will be exhibited in the Auto- 
motive Building. In addition, this group has 
reserved a large block of outside space for 
demonstration purposes, where the equip- 
ment will be put to work on actual materials 
movement. 


The MECHANICAL HANDLING ENGINEERS’ 
ASSOCIATION is organising a display of their 
member firms in a British Mechanical Hand- 
ling Group in the Automotive Building. 
Boilers, conveyors, chemical plant, storage 
equipment, lockers, etc., will form part of 
this exhibit, the highlight of which will be 
a working model of an aerial ropeway. 


Handling equipment displays of diesel- and 
gasoline-engined road rollers, dumpers, con- 
tractors’ and builders’ plant, loaders and bull- 
dozers will be shown by several individual 
exhibitors in addition to the Association 
display described previously. 

The associated companies of the OwEN 
ORGANISATION will have a display in the 
Automotive Building consisting of kitchen 
and bathroom equipment, sinks, refrigerators, 
steel furniture, fork-lift trucks, and numerous 
other articles. 


The exhibit of a manufacturer of golden 
mead, honey ale, old English beer and stout 
will be a replica of the “Tudor Arms,” an 
old English inn dating back to the sixteenth 
century. Visitors to the “ Tudor Arms” will 
walk across eobblestones past the mounting 
step, horse trough and water pump to the 
door, which is flanked on either side by a 
large bay window of bottle glass. 


These are but a few of the many United 
Kingdom displays which will be on show in 
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the Exhibition Park, Toronto, Canada, from 
May 28 to June 8 next. 


1951 Prairie Fair 


BRITISH manufacturers of certain types 
of hardware and building materials are 
invited by the United Kingdom Trade Com- 
missioner in Winnipeg to exhibit their wares 
in a travelling exhibition at the 1951 Prairie 
Fairs in Winnipeg, Brandon, Edmonton, 
Saskatoon and Regina. Previous exhibitions 
of British goods along these lines have 
proved an “immense success ” at the Prairie 
Fairs, which are essentially displays directed 
towards the consumer, and it is considered 
that the Fairs provide manufacturers with 
an excellent opportunity to get their goods 
widely known to the Canadian public. 


During the time, from June 25 to August 
4, that the exhibit will be on display it is 
estimated that it will be seen by 100,000 
people. While it is recommended that all 
exhibitors have their agents or representa- 
tives present with their exhibit, this is not 
essential, as a representative of the U.K. 
Trade Commission will be present through- 
out the display and wil!l pass any inquiries 
on to the manufacturer’s local agent. The 
Commission will also see that the exhibit is 
transported from place to place, is properly 
assembled for display, and is then packed 
for taking to the next city. 


Those wishing to participate must des- 
patch their exhibit to arrive in Winnipeg 
not later than June 1. Bills will be submitted 
at the end of the display, and may be paid in 
sterling to the Finance Section of the Com- 
mercial Relations and Export Department of 
the Board of Trade, London. Further par- 
ticulars of the exhibition may be obtained 
from Mr. D. Hacker, Exhibition and Fairs 
Division, Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, W.C.1. 


CENTRAL LAND BOARD 


Modification in Rules for Claims 
Against the £300m. 
HE Chancellor of the Exchequer stated 
in Parliament on December 15, 1950, 
that he had authorised the Central Land 
Board to value certain claims made under 


part VI of the Town and Country Planning ~ 


Act, 1947, and under the corresponding 
provisions of the Scottish Act, on the basis 
of disregarding one of the provisions of 
rule 3 of the rules set out in section 2 of 
the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of 
Compensation) Act, 1919. He also said that 
if potential claimants, who omitted to put in 
claims within the time limit because they 
were of the opinion that the application of 
rule 3 would render a claim fruitless, 
notified the Board, their cases would be care- 
fully recorded for such consideration as it 
might be decided to give them at a future 
date. 


Following this statement, the Central 
Land Board have now announced that 
owners who notify them in this way will, 
if the Board consider that their case is one 
referred to in the Chancellor’s statement, 
receive two copies of an adapted form S.1, 
one of which is to be completed and returned 
within three months of receipt. The forms 
will be endorsed to the effect that they are 
issued for record purposes and do not con- 
stitute claims on the £300m. 


The . Board’s letter accompanying the 
forms will give guidance as to how they 
should be completed, and will make it 
clear that no information can yet be given 
on the treatment of these cases. 
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SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 


Sheffield Society of Architects and 
Surveyors 


PROPOSING the toast of the R.I-B.A. at a 
dinner-dance of the Sheffield, South York- 
shire and District Society of Architects and 
Surveyors on January 31, Mr. R. CAWKWELL, 
F.R.LB.A., president of the Society, com- 
mented that although Sheffield was the sixth 
city in the kingdom, and famous all the world 
over for its steel and cutlery, it had not 
earned such renown for its architecture, no 
doubt due to the fact that its insularity 
had not demanded large city buildings. He 
expressed the hope that local architects 
would work together with vigour in order 
that new buildings, when they could be erec- 
ted, would be of the best in the country, 


Mr. A. GRAHAM HENDERSON, A.R.S.A,, 
president of the R.I.B.A., replying to the 
toast and speaking of the work carried out 
by the R.I.B.A., said the value of such work 
depended on the Institute’s representative 
character, and he thought that its work could 
be summed up briefly as “ guiding our train- 
ing as architects, making us behave to’each 
other and the public, helping us to put our 
foot on the ladder, linking us with those 
whose future is bound up with our work, 
keeping bright the lamp of our art whilst 
serving the community, and finally rounding 
us off with a neat obituary.” 


Mr. Henderson stressed the fact that build- 
ing restrictions and economies are a 
challenge to our skill ; not something to be 
moaned about, but something to be over- 
come. 

The toast of “The Guests ” was proposed 
by Mr. S. E. Minns, L.R.I.B.A., vice-presi- 
dent of the Society, and Mr. C. H. Astin, 
F.R.I.B.A., County Architect of Hertford- 
shire, responded. 


Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architects 


PROPOSING the toast of the Berks, Bucks 
and Oxfordshire Architectural Association, 
at the association’s annual dinner at Read- 
ing recently, Mr. E. R. Bowyer, president of 
the Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, expressed the sym- 
pathy of builders with the - difficulties of 
architects in their efforts to preserve the 
amenities of the towns and villages of the 
countryside under very difficult conditions. 
The toast was responded to by Mr. T. Tal- 
fourd Cumming, F.R.I.B.A., president of the 
association. 


The gathering was honoured by the 
presence of Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
A.R.S.A., president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, and Mrs. Henderson, and 
Mr. Henderson’s name was coupled with the 
toast of “ The Royal Institute ” proposed by 
the Mayor of Reading, Ald. A. F. Clark. 
The toast of “ Our Guests” was proposed 
by Mr. T. L. J. Chamberlain, F.R.1B.A., 
chairman of the Berkshire Society of Archi- 
tects, and Mr. A. L. Roberts, F.R.IB.A. 
hon. treasurer of the Royal Institute, replied. 


New Flats for Cairo 


A report drawn up by the Egyptian Gov- 
ernment says that 67,000 new flats are 
needed if Cairo’s acute housing shortage 1s 
to be relieved. The cost of providing the 
buildings is estimated at £21,000,000, and 
the report recommends that the work should 
be carried out by private firms, that building 
materials should be freed from import duties, 
and that the Government should esta’ 
lish brick factories in its prisons. 
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WAGES SCHEME AMENDMENT 
Civil Engineering Men To Benefit 


[IN consultation with other members of 
the Conciliation Board, representatives 
of the Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors have agreed to an amendment of 
the wages classification scheme by the 
adoption of two wage rates only for navvies 
and labourers in the civil engineering industry. 
These rates will be the London Super Grade 
rate, applicable in the London area, and the 
Class 1 rate, which will cover the rest of 
England, Scotland and Wales. The other 
lower grades will be eliminated. 


Although no public announcement of this 
amendment has been made, it is understood 
that the new arrangements will come into 
effect on May 7 next. The London Super 
Grade rate will be 2s. 93d. per hour and 
the Class f rate 2s. 8d. per hour. (Labourers’ 
rates in the building industry from March 5 
will be: —Grade A, 2s. 8d.; Al, 2s. 74d.; 

, 2s. 7d.; and A3, 2s. 64d.) 

A representative of The Builder was in- 
formed this week that the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers is likely 
to make some protest against this proposal, 
either at a specially called meeting or 
through the usual liaison channels. The 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry, it is believed, will also consider 
taking some action as soon as it is in- 
formed officially of the proposed amend- 
ment to the wages classification scheme. 


The elimination of the lower grade rates 
in the civil engineering industry is wel- 
comed by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives. A representa- 
tive of the Federation stated that for years 
efforts had been made to secure the aboli- 
tion of all grades below Grade A in the 
building industry and not without success, 
for there were now only three grades below 
Grade A, whereas at one time there were 
as many as 17. The elimination of the 
lower grades would, no doubt, be achieved 
in time and the proposed adjustments of the 
wages of lower-paid operatives in > civil 
engineering would probably help building 
labourers to improve their position. 


“ CONFIDENCE—NOT 
CONTROLS ” 


National Builders’ President’s View 


SPEAKING at Hartlepools on February 23, 
Mr. STEPHEN Hupson (of Sunderland), 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, said that with 
regard to the general references to the build- 
ing programme made by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in his speech during the 
Defence Debate, he hoped the Government 
would not succumb to the temptation, always 
present in times of crisis, to take panic mea- 
sures which serve only to confuse the 
industry. 


“The best results,” said Mr. Hudson, “ will 
be obtained not by introducing more con- 
trols or more detailed planning, but by 
clearly stating requirements and showing 
more confidence in the ability of the industry 
to solve its own problems. If, as seems 
possible, the building industry is called upon 
to do more work in 1951 than in 1950, it 
should be given the chance to show that 
the present labour force could, by increased 
Production, cope with a bigger programme. 
Given an adequate supply of materials— 
@ matter on whieh northern builders feel 
Particularly strongly in view of their dis- 
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appointments since the war-——and more 
bonusing, I think the job can be done.” 


LICENCES FOR HOUSES 
Builders’ President Urges Flexibility 
PEAKING in Birmingham on February 

28, Mr. STEPHEN Hupson (of Sunder- 
land), President of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, said that he 
was sorry to see from Mr. Dalton’s state- 
ment last week on housing that he had not 
seen his way to abolish the 4:1 ratio between 
municipal houses and those built for sale 
or letting privately. He was glad, how- 
ever, to note that the Minister was prepared, 
like his predecessor, to consider requests 
from local authorities for a variation of the 
ratio. “ Builders judge by results,” said Mr. 
Hudson, “and much will depend on the way 
Mr. Dalton deals with the requests he re- 
ceives. I hope that he will be much more 
flexible in this matter than Mr. Bevan. His 
hope that housing will be speeded can only 
be realised if he is. 

“We all know that the defence pro- 
gramme will necessitate economies all round, 
and in this connection I would like to con- 
gratulate The Builder on its timely organisa- 
tion of a low-cost housing competition. 
Some of the best architectural brains in the 
country have tackled the problem and have 
proved what builders have always known— 
that a good home can be built with a 
smaller expenditure of materials, time and 
money than those now being erected. I 
realise the Minister’s difficulties; I know that 
a decision in favour of smaller houses would 
be bound to be represented as an attack on 
standards. On the other hand, however, 
many thousands of families who have been 
waiting for years for houses of their own 
would rather see three houses being built 
instead of two, and would welcome the 
lower rents and rates which would follow. 
Moreover, local authorities are anxiously 
looking for a policy which will reduce both 
the initial subsidy from the rates and the 
cost of future maintenance.” 


BUILDING APPRENTICES 
L.M.B.A. President’s Appeal 


FYOLLOWING his inaugural address to 

the L.M.B.A. Council in which he 
listed apprenticeship as one of the prob- 
lems to which he proposed to give special 
importance this year, Mr. Dubey F. 
Cox, President, returned to the subject on 
February 23 in the first of a series of talks 
he is giving to his areas. He spoke as the 
guest of honour at a luncheon of the North- 
Western Area in the Gayton Rooms, 
Harrow. Mr. A. E. A. Prowting, chairman 
of the area, presided. 


“ Throughout the country,” said Mr. Cox, 
“we need an intake of apprentices of over 
20,000 a year. Of that total London’s 
quota, in round figures, is approximately 
4,000. At present we are getting only 
something like 1,000. That is not a satis- 
factory state of affairs, and we have got both 
to face it and right it. Apprenticeship, as I 
see it, is very largely a local problem. a 
problem for the individual employer who 
knows local circumstances. We at head- 
quarters can help by education and prop- 
aganda, education to show that for a young 
man to take a job as an unskilled labourer 
instead of becoming a craft apprentice is a 
very short-sighted point of view. But for 
the rest, getting apprentices and training 
them is a matter for the individual em- 
ployer. 
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“In the matter of apprenticeship,” Mr. 
Cox continued, “the members of the 
L.M.B.A. have great responsibilities, and they 
have got to rise to them. The future of the 
building industry in London is largely de- 
pendent on them. It is up to individual 
employers to provide the jobs. 

“So I say to all employers in London, 
let’s get off with a fresh impetus. Let’s go 
out on a campaign—crusade if you like—to 
interest likely boys in the oldest craft in- 
dustry in the world. Let’s invite-them to our 
works and our sites. Only so can we fire 
their enthusiasm. 

“Some might say that the circumstances 
and conditions of to-day are bringing us to- 
wards some radical change in the system of 
craft structure. Others may take the view 
that a shorter term of apprenticeship would 
go a long way towards meeting some of the 
difficulties of the times. Be these things as 
they may, the fact remains that to-day we 
are committed to the present system and we 
must support it and work for it. We depend 
upon a solid foundation of high craftsman- 
ship in all our trades and whatever happens 
we must not, as employers, allow this fact 
to be undermined.” 


Training Schemes to Stop 


MIDLAND AUTHORITIES who have organised 
training schemes for building apprentices 
may be told by the Ministry of Works to end 
them because they are too expensive. Tam- 
worth Rural District Council, the first rural 
authority in the country to adopt the 
apprentice master scheme, has been first to 
get the Ministry’s order to stop. 


Mr. H. J. Bray, the apprentices’ master 
said he understood the Ministry was likely 
to close down all the schemes. “They are 
finding it too expensive a proposition,” he 
said. “The scheme is ideal for training pur- 
poses but costs more than adult labour. Un- 
less you can have a lot of boys to train it 
cannot be economic.” 


Mr. Albert Shaw, the council’s surveyor, 
said there had been difficulty in getting 
enough trainees and the number obtained 
did not justify the payment of skilled in- 
structors. 


The Council also found it hard to place 
the boys under indentures with local con- 
tractors when their preliminary training was 
completed. 





L.M.B.A. Golfing Society 

The second annual dinner of the London 
Master Builders’ Association Golfing Society 
will be held at the Mayfair Hotel, W.1, on 
April 26 next. Mr. Dudley Cox, President 
of the L.M.B.A., is the Society’s new cap- 
tain. 
Articles on Housing 


In the February issue of the Bulletin of 
the National Association for the Prevention 
of Tuberculosis, the first of a new series of 
articles on housing is contributed by Mr. 
Norman H. Walls, F.R.San.I., A.J.Struct.E., 
director of Federation of Registered House 
Builders. 


M.o.W. Exhibitions 


The Ministry of Works “ Careers in Build- 
ing” and “Modern Building” exhibitions 
will be on display at the Hereford College 
of Further Education, Newtown-road, Here- 
ford, from March 16-22. efore going to 
Hereford, “Careers in Building” will be 
exhibited in the Art Gallery, Sunderland, 
from: March 5-10. i 
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LAW REPORT 


“ No Necessity for Building Licence to be 
in Payer’s Name ” 


CourT OF APPEAL. 
BEFORE LorD JUSTICE COHEN. 
Wexler v. Woolfe 


THe Court oF APPEAL held on Febru- 
ary 21 that a building licence did not have 
to be in the name of the person paying for 
the work. 

The Court accordingly dismissed, with 
costs, an appeal by Mr. T. W. Wexler, of 
Dove-road, Islington, N., against a decision 
of Judge Earengey, sitting as a deputy 
Official Referee, giving judgment for £1,042, 
with costs, in favour of Mr. J. J. Woolfe, 
builder, of Englefield-road, Hackney, N. 
Mr. Woolfe sued for the balance due for 
work done and material supplied in connec- 
tion with repairs and reconstruction at Cleve- 
land House, Richmond-road, Hackney, E. 

Mr. Wexler refused to pay on the ground 
that the work done was illegal because the 
licence, issued under Regulation 56a of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, was 
not valid. 

The deputy Official Referee found that 
the licence was issued in the name of Mr. 
J. Lament, who was to take a 21 years’ 
lease of the premises from Mr. Wexler. Mr. 
Woolfe carried out the work after he had 
been assured by Mr. Wexler that a licence 
had been obtained. Mr. Lament’s name 
was given on the licence by Mr. Wexler’s 
architects as “the person paying the cost 
of the proposed work.” 

Judge Earengey held the licence to be 
valid. 

Mr. H. Lester, for Mr. Wexler, told the 
Appeal Court that the issue was: “Can a 
licence which is issued to a named person 
as licensee, and declared to be not trans- 
ferable, be used to support a claim by a 
builder against a person, other than the 
licensee, who himself has no licence? ” 

Mr. Alan Campbell, for Mr. Woolfe, 
claimed that if the contract was illegal, Mr. 
Wexler couid not rely on illegality because 
it was a contract which could have been 
carried out legally. 

Lord Justice Cohen said that the policy 
of the Regulation was to prevent work being 
done which was not covered by a licence, 
but it did not require that the person pay- 
ing for the work should be the recipient 
of the licence. The present case was 
plainly outside the mischief which the 
Regulation was framed to prevent. 


Builders’ 155th Anniversary 

Fassnidge Son and Norris, Ltd., builders’ 
contractors and decorators, of Uxbridge, re- 
cently celebrated their 155th anniversary 
with a dinner and dance at the White Hart 
Hotel, Windsor. 


Nursery School at Cookham 

The external rendering of the newly com- 
pleted nursery school at Cookham, Berkshire, 
described in our issue of January 12 last, 
was carried out in materials supplied by 
Callow and Keppich, Ltd., Cheddar. 


A Solid Partition 


A reference to the solid 


“ Gyproc ” 


partition in our issue of February 16 (p. 254) 
should have given the thickness as 2 in. A 
booklet describing the partition is available 
from Gyproc Products, 
Grayesend. 


Ltd., Westfield, 
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LONDON WORKING RULE 
Constitutional Amendments 


HE National Joint Council, at its 
Statutory Meeting on January 11 last, 
considered constitutional amendment notices 
which included those (a) from Operative 
Adherent Bodies proposing an increase in 
the current standard rates of wages; and (b) 
from Employer Adherent Bodies proposing 
an amendment of London Rule 6A (Daily 
Travelling) as’ applied to woodworking fac- 
tories and shops in the London region com- 
ing within the ambit of the supplementary 
rules for woodworking factories and shops. 
The meeting adjourned to enable an ad hoc 
committee of the Council to make a detailed 
examination of the proposals and to report 
thereon. 


The Council at its resumed Statutory 
Meeting on February 8 last, received a re- 
port which stated (1) the conclusions of the 
ad hoc committee concerning the compara- 
tive weekly earnings of building workers 
and_ those of workers in other large indus- 
trial groups generally; (2) joint views on the 
question of stability in the industry; (3) a 
recommended addition to London Working 
Rule 6A. After consideration the Council 
adopted the conclusions and views ex- 
pressed in that report and in the light there- 
of decided: (i) to make a general increase of 
2+d. per hour to craftsmen and labourers: 
and (ii) to make the recommended addition 
to the London Working Rule 6A (Daily 
Travelling). The formal terms of the latter 
amendment is: Add to London Rule 6A— 
Daily Travelling “To the Operatives regu- 
larly employed at Woodworking Factories 
and Shops in London coming within the 
ambit of the Supplementary Rules, the gen- 
eral provisions of London Rule 6A—Daily 
Travelling—apply subject to the proviso 
that such an Operative shall himself meet 
the first 8d. per day (or part thereof) of the 
daily payments prescribed in the Rule.” 


The foregoing decisions operate from 
March 5 next. 














NOW READY— : 





BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC WORKS 
rath Edition (Revised August, 1945) 
9th Impression (December, 1950), including supple- 
ment concerning Post-war Labour Costs, dated 
November, 1948. 


By B. PRICE DAVIES, F.R.I.C.S., F.R.L.B.A., 
F.R.San.J., M.T.P.I., M.I.Mun.E, Four times 
Zold medallist for authorship. 

[t is the Standard Work on the subject, and this 
new issue is a Modern Encyclopedia of 
Estimating, compacted within one volume. 
The estimating data have been brought up to date, 
ind now include items of special value for Post-war 
Housing. The data are unaffected by market 
fluctuations or locality and provide information 
for ordering materials and compiling Works 
Progress Charts. 

Descriptive leaflet on application. 
Price of the 9th Impression of the 11th Edition 
— 32/6 post free. 

Other books still available by the same Author: 
SPECIFICATION FOR HOUSES 
4th Edition (1945) — 15/- post free. 
THEY MADE A PEOPLE 
(A Novel, 1947) — 12/6 post free. 

You can judge the merits of these books for yourself, 
and if not up to expectations, return in good condition 
within 7 days, and cash will be refunded without any 
deduction. 


Obtainable on these terms from: 
The Building Estimator Publications 
Western Mail & Echo Ltd., 
Cardiff, Great Britain. 
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PROFIT SHARING 
An Old-established Scheme 


THE oldest profit-sharing scheme that igs 
still in force in British industry is that 
of Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd. Mr. F. C, 
Braby, chairman and managing director of 
the firm, made this claim at a meeting of 
the Industrial Co-partnership Association. 

Profit-sharing began in 1863, in the form 
of a savings bank through which leading 
workmen received regular sums from Mr, 
Frederick Braby, the founder of the com- 
pany. Braby’s had great hopes a hundred 
years ago of winning the contract for the 
building of the Great Exhibition of 1851, 
and although it was Mr. Paxton’s plan that 
was chosen, the firm did some of the work. 

In 1865, when the firm became a public 
limited company, the prospectus stated: 
“The whole of the present working staff 
will, it is believed, continue in the service of 
the company, the primary object in its for- 
mation being to secure the co-operation of 
those connected with it such as officers and 
workmen. It is intended to give to them 
opportunities for participating to a certain 
extent in the profits, and thus it may be said 
to combine the joint stock and co-operative 
principles and secure the practical interest of 
all in its success.” 

The workers have shared in the profits 
ever since, and the company has grown un- 
til now it employs 3,000 people in seven 
different factories. 

The capital has grown and the range of 
interests immensely widened, but the inter- 
tions of the founders are still observed. Last 
year workers of ten years’ service had a 
bonus of three weeks’ wages as their share in. 
the profits. 

Many are shareholders, to the total of 
£54,000. Their shares are of a special class, 
transferable only to other employees at par, 
but they earned last year 124 per cent. In 
addition, workers have £47,000 in the firm’s 
savings bank, secured by debentures issued 
to trustees and bearing a fixed rate of in- 
terest. 

A pensions scheme was started in 1923, of 
which the whole cost was borne by the com- 
pany until two years ago, when it became 
contributory and the benefits were increased. 
All employees are included. 

On the social side, Braby’s started 2 
workman’s library in Deptford in 1870, to 
which Queen Victoria gave copies of her 
published journals. From the beginning the 
library was run by the workmen, who later 
used it as a club-room as well. Now there 
are two libraries for the London works, and 
a sports ground maintained by the firm. 
Joint consultation started in the first world 
war, with a representative body which was 
given the title of “Council for the Honour 
of Industry.” 

Mr. D. Heathcoat Amory, M.P., took the 
chair at the meeting, which was attended by 
business executives and representatives of 
industrial concerns. 

OBITUARY 
Sir Malcolm Stewart 
We regret to announce the death of Sm 


MaLcotm STEwarT, life president of the 
London Brick Company, at the age of 78. 


William Forbes 

Mr. WILLIAM ForsEs, well known to many 
builders and contractors as a sales engine¢r 
of A.C.E. Machinery, Ltd., with whom he 
had been associated since 1926, has died at 
the age of 63. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [user's iss: 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 













































































Town, Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
Aberavon .......ccceeeees A 7 > I ei cdicadecage'e Al 
BUCURE sc Scnsesvess occ Grade Classification, A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. ........ A 
coche eae Warne ncned oo Craftsmen an «- 3 3/1 3/04 3/- ee pees ee = 

eccccccccccces i SS UD. occ ce eeeee 
memes esa - - Labourers Ses w+ 2/8 2/74 2/7 2/64 — MPMRcasaucuweces Al 
estone . eee Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade eaford U.D. .......... A2 
yer eg sogee oe PO GRP ee FD De rere Ba TC oo ease daceeee A2 | Slough | «oo. seeeeeerees Al 
idershot District -A2 | Burnham-on-Crouch ...1A3 | Filey U.D. 2122222221102. Ba | TMM stcscccustoavas "ITA | Smethwick CB... 02... tA 
A r ce seeee Soacee PREMIER sos ccc cescrees fe PERRO nos ceccedncscs A {| Lyneham gat Sonasnes Al nettisham -..........++; A2 
Alnwick ....... seteeeeee Al | Burton-on-Trent C.B. ....A | Flint ..........cccecceess A } Macclesfield Somerset, County of .. ...tA2 
Altrincham ..... seeeeceee Pe ERISUI AG daca caine be 1 ROMNEY, cs cccusaeess A2 Maidenhead Re ketene “0 Southampton... reser ee eA 
Amble . nba pabaas Hes Al mary Si Eanes ot See ee” 1 § B-~ -—-ydbepenaes eeee a Southend-on-Sea Dist A 
Amers ford se eeeees seeeee val (a aria NE Wg 2 eee ee Al | Maltby ......772 ae Southport ..... --A 
ao seteeeeeeeees a Bent cnc vacnsesascas Al | Gainsborough R.D. Maldon (Essex) ..........Al Spaldi an — o<eom 
1S i ae eae A2 | Calder Valley ....... PA (Mid. pt.). ae Malvern U.D.  .....0eee A2 Stafford NORE. oo ccccs = 
| os / idle eee “a2 | Cambridge ..20222222222! A Gateshead Shine, Snes Aire Manchester ..... aed | ~~ lemeiipbeabebnoan A 
Arundel <2 000.2000222000A2 | Eammades pocccesccrt A | Gillingham (end °S2° AT | Manningtree At | Stamford eB” 272272207 at 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D. ..A | Canterbury ............ A2 | Glossop .......eeceeeees A | Mansfield M.B, .-A | Stantonwick ..2222 2277. A 
Ashby Woulds U.D. ...... Ay W CAINE Osa hvs win ooencvds A pre ait oc ecccecees Al | March .,. waves. tac ME oo. ca 90k sae 
Ashford (Kent) .......... A2 | Cardiganshire, County of tA2 C omen, Cnty. of ae Ll ayn AO ee ows | SOGRONE Ln. ccaescueas A 
Ashford (Middlesex)...... (A 2 re eee A eee se Market Harborough ...... Al | Stockton R.D............. A 
Ashington A | Carmarthenshire, Cnty.of tA2 Goole M.B, . Maryport ...... A | Stockton-on-T 
at ‘ | Carnarvonshire, Cnty of $A3 oe i, a Oe Matiock U.D. 2.21222 ar Stoke-on-Tre rc ee a 
Ashton-under-Lyne ...... A | Carnforth A | Grantham M.B. ........ Al | Melksham .............. A2 | Stoke pa ery eae 
Treks ond — : soeee a ao ~~ Bibebpaemanbin Py A ea eee A | Melton Constable... 1.222 A3 | Stourbrid M es ~ 
p> eaten ( aise oft eer kT A aeeeeteee ‘A | Great Yarmouth ........ A | Melton Mowbray U.D. Al | Stour ort U (eae rs 
Aylesbury... "22:43 | Chapel-encte-Frith "112211A1 | Grimsby (Yorks). 0<1.0.. iA | Merthyr oo... CeleseeeA | Stowmarket”... .00727077 AS 
Aylesby (Yorks) ......22. Charmy Down A Grimsby R.D. (Lincs.).... Middlesbrough ..... A | Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 
‘Aylesham , e Chatham & District | 1... Al | Guildford District ...... a Middleton ..............4 | Sunderland Dist: tassios A 
gai baa Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. : 21! A | Guisborough .......... Al | Middlewich 22.0... co. A | Sunningdale ............4 
Bagshot eee cvevvcccccccs A2 Chelmsford ahde occces ae. ‘- Milfocd Haven ‘ ; : : : : : : P aa Sutton Coldfield MB. seene o 
— MRD ccapeuaess = Cheltenham Ler ae A Morecambe oh Rae aan A | Seca mndhent 
aes sini tini sien 6/9. ¢7i# were Chepstow DLS aie tahiohs Asana / orley S SNg an ae peo A Te FER Roe Me sees 
Barnard Castle U.D....... A pee ne Halstead Mundesley ..... + cw ll en - 
Barnoldswick U.D. Al y A : a y Seo 6 i ara - 
Barnsley ane Rieipioiers A isa cheddcaceses A Haresfield Ree Sr A | Swindon... .Al 
any ICE ‘A | Chesterfield M.B. ........ A ncn pa ease A | Swinton UD. eee socio. A 

: e aaa esterfie! 2) ere : Newark-on-T: . 

Burow-upon Soar Ri" | Shere RD. o-°A | Hog oS Spaentemadier 4 t ~~~ pomepereeeeeeee 
Pag ssington A2) .. ré aioe ery eye A2 — Newcastle-on-Tyne ..... A | Tewkesbury ...........: Al 

eeneenc weigiad soeees i ham (inc. Chippen- arwic . Newcastle-under- ies pony rae 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- oka ae PP ; ewcastle-under-Lyme ....A | Thames Haven .......... A 
by-on-the-Weolds A), >. ham Within and Harden- _ son yl aaa A2 | New Forest District ....-. reg G  " Repmppipeateret. A3 
ges Chorley IIIA | Hatfield teres SIITIIA | Newport, Mon,” 2202200 “A | Thurrock U.D.. Area’ 27. A 
Cucomn Al Haywards Heath 99°" "". A2 | New rang 7 wedwecuded urroc! JAC. Area ....A 
Cleethorpes 122222212110 | Hemel Hempstead’ *21210, A | Newton Abbow 1222222! Ad | Tihey srk 
CVO ob cccdecscee Al | Henley-on-Thames ...... AZ | Nortalenen Die. ..... 4 | Tetmenie 2" . 

eee ees (a0 °° eee Ai | tock Oe a UC ms lcs. aq cele inex 

— tel laa ti A | Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 | North Shields - 220.07 ree © ~~ golgepeenbiesan 

Pee paren snags & 1 Comvile UD. .......00. A | Herne Bay .............. A2 | Norton Radstock 1.111: Py Seaapanieies 
re Chsiniowaiaele-e 66 sie A | Cobham (Surrey) ........ BE PC ve ic dscccvcnecs AVG... A Tre cor coe 
a ccccece eovcccces A2 | Colchester 2 Ro a A | Nottingham C.B. 2222222! AIT mn id 2 W lis ; 

Be - R.D. ......- eeeesA ] Colne ........ Heysham ......cscecesees A | Nuneaton M.B. .......... A Tyn S aa B ii 

Bedford A al AS A | Colwyn Bay “a Waele Al BEE ee ccaeagies ynemout AM vaudececen A 

Batting ington ........+++..-A | Congleton . Highworth ............ A2 —— ) 2s Se eee A2 | Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 

— ‘“ Stapictora'U. aes - Consett Hinckley U.D. 1.2! ae p soon iidg Wealne wee aan = Weer Ue cc cecsece A2 
Ree er cere Hitchin ..... tee seer A face toe ee Wakefield 

Belper UD... .-.02+++. Al Goce Gout of 12113A3 | Hoddesdon”. OE ones on pn Oe ee a) eee... A 

— Sta Rens eadsoasene A Coventry C:Be. ..2....... A | Horley ..... A2 ssett and Horbury ......A Wateiette cl os ‘A 
aed eadtewareaes A | Cranbrook .............. A2 | Horsham Aa —— tee eccecccces oveneM  Wiumat A 
Berwick Di eer”? seeeeesAl | Cranleigh .............. A2 | Horwich Ssiccenecnsas A 52 Race eh nik Al | walton-on-Naze .... 2... Al 
alee istrict . ae f Crawley (Sussex) ........ A2 Huddersfield owe dueeces a A renee ace: weed ao i 

ees gee , ROO, Seis adec ceceensccas A | TRU once eee cece eee eeeeee A eterboroug Remo eg 

on a so AD: Wi Gromier® 5. .0i+2cccecsse Ai | Hunstanton ............ ee ke .... Al wonkagen CRT - 
a le --»-A2 | Crowborough .......... A2 | Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... RP EE. dv dccdiecceces A3 | Warwick MB. ......... - 
Piling See 2 Cue = so BUR oie icoanertce A — eee eeeeeeeeees ° Wellington R.D......... Al 

BEM senne cscs Reeaeecs 5 Ingatestone...........0. Al | Pontefract .............-A | Wells (Norfolk) ........ 
am LU > Se eee | oe ag a seeeeeee A Ipswich ....... Se Oe Pontypridd District ...... A — tie ee _ 

ilsthorpe ..... Meme aseen A arlington District ...... A | Isle of She BONNER fo. -ccccccceces A | Welwyn Gar. C Bae at 
Birchington A2 | Darwen - DRC cccccceces A2 Welwyn Gar. City .. A 
= a Rae. sitcetrstesesss 3A | Isle of Thanet 222221. *""A2 | Portland Stoneyards ...... A | West Bromwich C.B. ...... A 
Birmingham C.B. |... ta | Denbigh'Town 1...1/11/7a2 | Hsleof Wight ............ ay ~haseepepneneee A | Westbury .-.......225..A2 
Bishop Auckland ........ A | Derby C.B. .............. A | Jarrow M.B. ............ A | Preston tees Ne Ghee A be ta EE : 
Suhats Seti’ ieee Sef MAMIE Novsvncngetebuce A Ps eg hee Pa aaa ca caee 2 bo, ee Al 
Bispham ........... SILA | Devon, County of ©2222: $A2 | Kendal oo ew seeeeeeees A | Pulborough’ 2221217 “ieee 
Blackburn .......... 7) Do Sees eerie A | Kenilworth U.D. ........ A sic bea Weybridge ......... 
Blackpool; ........ EET cities ntaecsens A2 | Kettering M.B. .......... Ah | Rely Comer te | y 
Blackwell R.D. 277°" ° 7°". GHEE. 0c oso. cc adeccecs ae eee r a ereddensewewe Li re Al 
Blaydon U. D. ..........A | Doncaster C.B. .......... A a M.B. ...... A . leigh + ...s.es sees oe “A bs srg and District ..A2 
Blidworth 1S ae ED Nise A pe eS eee ee A2 | Eee eocccecs ICKIO! Oo ceccccccccceces A 
oe _— Bsns = ; : 1 ima .......... Al | Redcar B............ Se eM WME 22d. cc cacawcucacull 

AS <a rset, ty of (except - Redditch U.D Wi 
Bognor Regis ing Poole and Wimborne Kingsteignton aia ait dia Al e Itc De ceveeeeees A WAM oe eeeeeeeececeeee- A 
Boldon U.D. i ee ae ioag | eee A | Redhill and Reigate ...... A | Wigton ....ccccceceee -eA3 
Bolsover U.D. ‘Scene es Knaresborough 12 ry por wt enesenns ee ween ke a base cawceied atorard hated A 
MONO... «« .cecce a a Dovercourt . il nowle Al Ochdale ........ssee---- mslow ......eeeeeeee A 
Bourne End 22222222227! At | Driffield U.D.. 000220002: Al | Lancaster ........ secescoeA | ROchestr ...+00+00+----Al | Wilts. County of ........ ¢ 
Bournemouth District ....A1 | Droitwich M.B...........Al | Leamington M.B : Rotherham ....... eeeeese A | Wirtichester  .......+.... Al 
EE hes crcirckanes A2 | Dudley M.B. ...... IIIA | Leatherhead ::A | Rugby M.B..........0.-..A | Windermere .........+-. A3 
1s SORE San 2 A | Dunstable ..............A | Leeds Saffron Walden . Windsor and Eton ...... Al 
Bradford-on-Avon ......A2 | Durham City ............A | Leicester C.B. ........ -.--A | St. Albans..... : . Wisbech = ...-..- +2004. A2 
MONE bocce ceccaes : ;A2 | Eastbourne At | Leighton Buzzard ........ A2 | St. Helens..... area A | Witham .. 2.0... ...eee. At 
Eesconahire, County of ..tA2 E at eee A EMRUUMUN ccciweeccscs ro i: Rae wee tee eeeee i 

rent Kni Advecinnsene 3 Bast Grinstead District... A2 LEWES ese vsceccccccces A2 | Salisbury City .......... Uihelanoock... A 
0S eee A | Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ..A Lichfield M.B........... Al | Salisbury Plain ....... ey amp ee we eeee 
Bridlington ........... ey Ebb Vale & District ...A | Lincoln Cae <kseve TIIIENTA | Sawbridgeworth “3212121. A | Woodbridge ...... -A3 
Brierfield . is Ed nbrid mentees *'s "A> | Littlehampton ..........A2 | Saxmundham ...... TIIIA3. | Worcester C.B. A 
Brighouse Fly fn stars trees 45 | Liverpool ..... waneveae * | Scarborough ...........-A | Workington —... A 
Brighton OE ee ceeeeeees 3 | Llandudno 200000077777 77A1 | Scunthorpe .........0005.A | Wyoresop M.B. ....+.+-., A 
Bristol ... Bee eressesecesoorcee | EMM coresees cccccceedh | SUDY cecvcccecsccccveecAh | Cemte petscuccgnccecs A2 
Broadstairs i - Sea Bees EGG) cinctes cevaances © | Sevenogks ..sccccccccce Me Wrexham (sch Cefn) veoh 

romsgrove U.D, Fakenham .. Long Eaton .........00. .-A | Sheerness .....022.+2+--A2 Sisesesesese 
| acer: Falmouth Loughborough M.B, ......A | Sheffield ....... paascaaa YS PS nk SO emer 
Broughton (Cheshire) " : Fareham LOGUE oc cccnccesse Be ME cba sovsencnzvedes A | Wymondham .......... A3 
alae wean alos Faversham eS Se ee EP Pees, Ol EP er eren rr crrere. 
* For Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the ratesare :—Craftsmen, 3s. 3d.; Labourers, 2s. 94d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radiusis :— 
rpo 
Craftsmen, 3s. 24d. Labourers, 2s. 9d. ° 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 
t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Norte .—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s, Id. per ‘our. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 9d. per hour. 
For Bufj}iing Trade Wages in Scotland see page 332. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will, of course, be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which 


prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, Etc. 


ae oe 

First Hard Stocks 912 6 
Second Hard Stocks 9 26 
Mild Stocks ee 717 6 
All loaded free into ion at t the nai: The question 


of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 


At Maiden To Sites in 
2%-in. Nominal Lane Stn., W.C. District 
Phorpres Bricks. per 1,000 per 1,000 

s. d. s ¢€ 
Commons 80 0 92 0 
Cellular (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) a9 0 
Keyed 0 
Cellular Keyed (No del. at A..F Lon. Stns.) 4 0 
ustics ... 105 0 0 
Cellular Rustics (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) ii? 0 
Single Bullnose . 100 0 112 0 
Sandfaced 120 0 132 0 
Cortex Facing Brick 95 0 107 0 
ye aw Fe 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns. pe 20 9 6 
Do. Bulinose (London Stns.) AR > eee ae 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ... 18 6 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) 616 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London Stns.) :— 
£ «sd, £34. 
24 in. a7: 83 3 3 in. wer a-2 8 


GLAZED Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 424 
per cent. for Best, and 374 per cent. for Second a. 


Best White Ivory D’ ble Stretchers 334 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 Oneside & twoends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides&oneend56 0 0 


Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
&44in. Flats50 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff. Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed ad. 

2 in. per yd. sup. 125 yds. exe en 3 10 
ae: eae aie eee 41 
RAs sos sa Kaa a 47 

4} in. (3 cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. Si 
4} in. (6 7 6 6 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. per yd. sup. 29 ng peenes. sup 3: 26 
2sin, 4s 3 3 90 49 
J. H. Sankey and son “ Cranham ”’ 
2in. peryd.super ... ae Pees wus 49 
2sin, ws Sere eseh, core 5 2 
3 in. SEA i et = ose eon 6 0 
_ 1 eee, ats “ee oa 7-9 
Delivered site London. 
STONE. 
BaTtH STONE— s. d. 
Monks Park . > 7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 6 7 


in railway trucks at South 
. G.W.R., per ft. cube. 


PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S..Rly. .. . perft.cube 6 44 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and jd. beyond 30 ft. 


Horton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu. ft. - perft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes “sawn 2 sides, up to 
5 ft. long and not over 15 ~ — 
din perft.super ... es e-F 
York Stone, BLue—Robin "Hood ‘anda. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


Delivered 
Lambeth. 


30 ft. super) .. perft.super 10 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto pe oe ll 6 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) = - 4.9 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random sizes)(paving) ...  ,, 2 7 
idin.to2in.ditto ... $00 isp og 2 4 


Harp YorRK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 


Scrappled random blocks perft.cube 14 4 
‘6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under x 
40 ft. super) «. perft.super 10 11 
in. rubbed two sides, ditto .. “ 12 9 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) . ee sia* tee ss 6 11 
3in. ditto ditto... ee: 
2 in. self-faced random flags | per yd. super 20 9 





CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard £ s. d 
Specification delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards site ......... perton 4 3 6 
1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 

paper bags or jute, sacks) ..............008 ae ee 

“ Ferrocrete’’? Rapid Hardening Cement 

at 6-ton loads and upwards site ............ 49 6 
1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 

paper bags or jute sagks) ...........0seeseeeee 414 6 


“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle” 

rices (including non-returnable paper 
ags). 

Red, Buff or Khaki “‘ Colorcrete ’’ in 6-ton 
lots (including non-returnable paper bags) 6 5 0 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 180/— to 404/— per ton 
(including paper bags). 

“ Snowcrete ’? White Portland Cement (in- 
cluding non-returnable paper bags)......... 2.1 0 

ROI nas sec ssvsiaceodscacacrccves per cwt. 14 6 

“417”? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
and upwards (including non-returnable 
paper bags) 
r Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 
1/6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus 
bags. 

Cullamix Fone Finish, £8 2s. 6d. to 
£9 16 0O (i-ton lots and upwards, in- 
cluding cost of paper bags). 

Lightning Brand. High aluminous cement, 
1 ton lots and up 235/— per ton, packages 
13/6 per ton extra. 


£ esd: 2a 
Parian Cement 8 12 3 Keen’ Berean, 
— “A 3 
Pink.. 8 16D 
PLASTER. 
£ s.d. ee 
Coarse, Pink 517 0 SirapiteCoarse 6 0 3 
» White ee » Finish 6 8 3 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime 
inc. bags aren 6-tonlots ...415 6 
lots < *.. a ee yi 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots sete ete ton lots one TO 


Hair, percwt. 4 4 6 


Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 











Be sure of 


PromPT DELIVERY 


with 


AYGEE 


Patent Glazing 


Aluminium alloy or 
lead-clothed systems 
ae 


England’s Largest Clazing Contractors : 
AYGEE Limited 

100 Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1 


‘Phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 














PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards, } in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/104 sq. yd. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4 ft. so Fg ry to 12 ft., in. fs 
yds. and over in one delivery, 2/24 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site 


SAND. 


D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 





St. Pancras. s & 
TMT TORUIOOE ins siciicsaodceceadcaqsaicéacne peryd.15 9 
oo es -- » Ion 
io 2 Ree « Se 
Washed Sand oe ha 
210, MIMD cevegsssseesee » wa 
2? in. Broken Brick »o an 
BRUIT © scan csccsssdoucidcesecstoatescauntes ae me 8 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
CE OE Tete WRONG (ONE 6. asc cecencecsenesesseece Per 1,000 


f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 





Staffordshire districts — ..........seseeeeeeee 10 5 6 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto 1229 
Ornamental SND nisnsancens 12 15 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Han a 100 
(per dozen}—Machine-made ......... 019 0 


Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers responsibility, 


SLATES. 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. 


PADY 2: cvccinnss 80 10 O 18 by 10......... 41 7 6 
22 By 12 ..020000s 70 0 0 Dv assecscoe 

22 DY 11 2.000008 63 $ O by 10 ...... 36 17 6 
20 BY 12 2.60000. , oe 12 6 J6bys ......... 

POET ED oiosesase 52 1 


8 
Note : Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Bis Cocxs CrutcH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
4 in. 86/3 } in. 108/- per doz 
TomeT Bip Cocks For IRON. 
+ in. ~= 3 in. 182/6 per doz. 
a, —_ Cocks FOR IRON. 
fin ljin. tin. 2in 
oe 0/— 180) 368/- 548/- 941, 2. per doz. 
S.D.S hae A ee Two UNIONS ge Sia 


tin. in itin. Iin. 
124/- 165/- 263). 488/— 703/- 1233). per doz. 
Dous.e Nut BoILer Screws. 
din. Zin. lin. Itin. in. 2in. 
26/- 32/- 55/— 83/—  128/- 202/- per doz. 
: HEAVY gee BALL be 
tin. jin 1} in 
135/- 163/- 315/— 533/— 684) per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
itin. I4in. 2in. Bin. 3hin. 4in. 
26/—- 30/—- 45/—- 89/— 116/— 124/- per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 

I4in. 2in. 3in. 3}hin. 4in. 

31/- 42/- 72/— + 87/— ~—:109 /— per doz. 

LEAD TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING SCREWS. 

1tx6lb. 14x6lb. 2x7Ilb. 3x7 Ib. 

Lead P. 84/- 105/- 186/- 291 /- per doz. 
Lead S. 102/- 126/- 201/- 387/— per doz. 
So_perR.—Plumbers’ 4/3, Tinmen’s 5/6, Blow pipe 
5/- per lb. 

Copper Tubes ......... 1/11} per Ib. Basis. 

Brass Tubes ............ 1/9 per Ib. Basis. 

Basis prices are subject to extras. 


GLUE. 


& scm 
Best BEC CoC nsccecseccsszeseceses ricwt. 4 9 9 
Croid Glue Bs 200 


RIE AMIEIOID: Sunifusivess voaves0scnceeone Outside 
PUR GOs. kgs bances es ie 

Fine Copal ..... 
Pale Copal _..... 
Floor Varnish 
Fine Pale Paper ....... 
Hard Drying Oak 

Fine Hard Drying Oak 
Fine Copal Varnish ......... 
Best Do. 
Best Japan Gold Size .... 
Best Black Japan .......... 
Brunswick Black .... 
PEIN cin ctcnencevapcesecs<atenescatopsnyyeccene 1 
Knotting (patent) ....9.....0s0eccccscccccsceseeseee 
French and Brush Pofish eacinaiedaedbabecekenes 1 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene 






MANDHOSHEUNOAUOCUNOA 


_ 
oococococococeoeccoc]e|oceo 





*The information given on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 


prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. 
*to 24 per cent. cash discount. 


Prices are subject 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(conid.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 






PAINTS, Etc. " r 
Ss. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) ......... per gallon 16 8 
Boiled Linseed Oil Gi galls.) 1 1 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cw. 9 3 6 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins ae gall. 2 9 0 
MUMMIES ROG LORE. cccccesccccoscossaceese «Cw 12.6 
Putty (free packages) «- of -208 0 
Size XD quality.......... SEEDS LS fkn. 8 0 


Turpentine substitute can “be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 


Josts, GrrDERS, &c., TQ LONDON STATION. PER TON 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted.............ceeeesee £35 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders .... «s £440 0 0 






Stanchions . 


fn Roof Work, Trusses and Purlins 
Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 
: £ 
1 


d. ae. £: ¢.. &. 
re ae 28 18 O 
0 


# in, to 23 in. 28 3 0 





W.IL. TUBES. 
Tuses AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class A. List price, less it per cent. 


” ” 
” ” 
” ” 


” ” 


Am>ap 


G1 Hatr-RouNnD Gurtters.—London Prices ex- | 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 








Stop 
oe or — 
3 i /6 

3 in, : 2/9 2/6 7d. 
4 in. 2/10 2/8 1/- 
4 in. . 3/3 3/1 1/2 
5 in 3/6 3/4 1/4 

°S;5 2/11 9d 

3 in. 3 
in. . 3/7 2/11 1/- 
eh . 3/7 3/1 1/2 
4 in. . 3/10 3/6 1/4 
5 in 4/8 4/1 1/o 

RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Angles. 

5/1 2/8 3/11 

5/5 3/1 4/8 

6/- 3/10 5/8 

6/10 4/6 6/7 
Wil 5/5 7W/il 

NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prres.—London Prices, ex-stock. 









Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
2 i 6/2 4/8 5/8 
6/5 5/3 7/- 
7/2 5/8 8/6 
8/- tf 9/9 
9/2 7/1 11/5 
L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pre. 
ewt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
4in. + i 16/8 11/8 20/5 
6in. a 24/11 24/2 41/il 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
iron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
MII icductsUauéavauuacconsesonsoceke en ae a oe 
incr Staffordshire Marked Bars 
eee aoe 
Mild Steel Heaes paced edctassueedaucudeted aeachads 


Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
per ton er a lots. 
£ 























Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— o . ; 
IIR Yass cs0bsosessccthcaaiaesaate a 
RRR ERERSRRR SE eae sesunesaces, a MnO 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ah to9 rng 
20-gauge 45 8 0 

47 8 0 
INES” « scccsnapatdacdiooavansabee suena 1006 ae © 

‘Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

W-gauge ......... 46 8 0 
2A-gauge .... 48 8 0 
26-gauge .) ae a 
pet ton. 

; £3, d. 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots... 41 Is ‘0 


Att Net. 


ai "rice Winvows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 
on application. British Metal Window 


sll Association, Ltd, 
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93 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 

Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Pe 





Rolled plate, 4 in. Tk 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.. 8t 
ee eS ere 8} 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white ........ Tk 


Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted 
Rolled sheet 
Reeded, Broad gg Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thick 
Rolled plate is the. same price as rough baa om 





rolled. 
d. 

P WHR Case S BG PRICR  ccecscccccnceacescscssciec 9k 
F Georgian Wired Cat i cccseccscesevetescccesecs 10 
| | HOLLOWGLASSBLOCKS. 5. d. 
| P.B. 2—5} in. x 5} in. x 3} in. 2 6 each net. 

| F.B. 3—7} in. x 7} in. x 33 in. 3 10 - 

| P.B. 32— 7} in. x 7} in. x 3§ in. 3 10 ee 
| Radiused | Corner Brick to match up with— 
| P.B. DB dausselesccucuacdaveantenaaeeies 4 6 ‘a 
| P.B. 6 0 2 
| P.B. 6 0 is 





TIMBER, SOF TWOODS and 
HARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TIMBER Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
| and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 
IMpoRTED SorTwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
| and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price Is. 1d. 
IMPORTED er geehages Price.—See Statutory Rules 
| and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price Is. Id. net. 
be obtained from H.M. 


Note.—The above can 2 
| nee Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2, 








CANNOT 
SCRATCH 


y MANGER & SON 


Labour-Saver 
No. I 


In cleaning down paint, one third of the time 
can be saved by doing the job with Manger’s 
Sugar Soap. This is a great consideration in 
these days of labour shortage. 

To be certain you are getting the best and 
quickest acting sugar soap, always ask for 
Manger’s. 


MANGER’S SUGAR SOAP 
Nominal 1-lb. cartons 9d. 1 doz. 8/6. 
3 doz. case lots @ 8/- per doz. 
Duty paid Eire 9d. 1 doz. 8/6. 6 doz. @ 8/- per doz. 
FREE SAMPLE Simply write Merchant’s name on your trade 
— heading plus the words ‘*Sample Please’’ Postto 
J. MANGER & SON LTD., Dept. B, Kingsland, London, E.8 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 








LEAD, Ete. 
‘° Per ton. 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £s 4 
EAD.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. and up ...... 156 $ 0 
Pipe in coils 157 10 UW 
Soil pipe 167 10 O 
Compo pipe ......... Sinindndancpntuidies 171 0 0 
Nore.—Country del ery, | per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra "and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £95 Os. Od. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 
GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY BAe QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. — 
4 
| 
7 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Goods for Overseas Trade Fairs 


With effect from March 5, Form C.D. 3 
(Currency Declaration) for goods for over- 
seas trade fairs will no longer require Bank 
of England approval prior to shipment, the 
Treasury state, provided that a statement is 
included on the form and on the pre-entry 
documents embodying the name of the fair, 
the quantity, value and description of the 
goods, and an assurance that they are being 
shipped to secure export orders and will 
be returned or paid for in an approved man- 
ner within six months of shipment. This 
concession does not extend to pictures, 
antiques or other valuables unless they 
form an integral part of the exporter’s 
exhibit and are covered, where necessary, by 
an export licence. 


Prohibited Uses of Copper and Zinc 


Statutory effect has now been given to the 
announcement made by the Minister of 
Supply on December 28 about the prohibi- 
tion of the use of copper, zinc and their 
alloys in the manufacture of certain 
goods. A number of amendments have 
been made since the provisional list was 
published and a few articles now regarded 
as essential have been deleted. 


Iron and Steel Distribution Changes 

The Minister of Supply has signed an 
Order which came into force on January 23 
making certain amendments in the Iron and 
Steel Distribution Scheme. The Order 
enables the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning to authorise the acquisition of 
steel sheets and tinplate, and also deals with 
the price limit under the small quantities 
exemption of tinplate. 


DEARER IRON AND STEEL 
New Ministry of Supply Prices 


INCREASES in the maximum prices of iron 
and steel came into operation on February 
21. The increases are included in an Order 
made by the Minister of Supply which also 
consolidates previous iron and steel prices 
Orders, and provides for certain changes. 


Examples of the price alterations are : 


Per ton unless other- 
wise stated. 


Old Price. New Price. 
£ ad. £ «a 
Pig iron (basic) 10 11 6 10 19 0 
Forging ingots 17 16 0 18 2 6 
Billets (soft basic) 16 16 6 17 4 0 
Billets (acid) 22 4 0 22 11 6 
Alloy steels— 
0.6/1% nickel billets asc Se 3 26 19 3 
black bars ‘ 4 a .7 3 aT 19 3 
2.75 /3.75% nickel 
billets... 4115 0 4219 6 
0.60/1.25% chromium 
black bars se <6 56 8 0 
Stainless steel 
Austenitic billets . Is. 3d. per 1s. 34d. per 


Ib. plus 10% Ib. plus 10% 


Martensitic billets ... .. 9¢d. perlb. 94d. per Ib. 


plus 74% = plus 74% 
Tinplate and sheet bars 16 16 6 17 6 6 
Wire rods aia 2623 2115 3 
Plates ... 20 14 6 2 :3..6 
Joists ... 19 13 6 26 1 6 
Heavy rails 19 2 6 19 17 6 
Uncoated sheets 28 16 0 29 13 O 
Tinplate 244 2-3 B 
per basis box per basis box 
RerolJed products 2116 0 2s @ 
Cold rolled strip 33 0 0 33 12 6 
Spring steel bars 24 8 0 2417 0 
Bright steel bars ce ae 3114 3 
Wire mild 28 12 6 29 12 6 
Wire rope . 69 15 0 7210 0 
Forged alloy gun billets 96 12 0 95 7 0 
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The Scottish Builder 


Advice to Young Architects 


(THE present-day requirements for new 

towns demanded a sense of character, 
individuality and higher standards of design, 
said Lorp BILSLAND when he spoke at the 
Glasgow School of Architecture prize-giving 
ceremony. He hoped the new-towns being 
built in Scotland would reach as high a 
standard as the new town in Crawley, 
Sussex. 


The Department of Health for Scotland, 
he trusted, would have the fullest regard 
for the standard of design in their housing 
schemes, because it was his impression that 
the standard in Scotland was not as high as 
it was south of the Border. 


He advised young architects beginning 
their careers not to lack courage or charac- 
ter in facing the future. “You must have 
a burning desire to create what is worthy, 
what will stand out in individuality and in 
usefulness, form and grace,” he said. 


The architect supplied the background to 
the lives of thousands and fie must, there- 
fore, have a human approach. He must 
have courage and initiative and be able to 
adapt new methods and new materials to 
his task. 

Arts Council Criticism 

THE SUGGESTION that instead of promot- 
ing interminable exhibitions the Arts 
Council might meet even part of the cost of 
filling the Paisley Abbey windows with 
stained glass, was made by Mr. C. d’O 
PILKINGTON JACKSON, the sculptor, when he 
opened an exhibition of contemporary 
stained glass in Edinburgh. 


Many of them felt that the Arts Council 
were not using the money at their disposal 
to anything like the best advantage. Within 
the last few weeks, however, he had heard 
that the Council had commissioned some 
murals and sculpture to go on a building. 


“Tt is only a drop in the bucket,” he con- 
tinued, “but, if that is so, it is*a sign of 
grace for which we ought all to be thankful. 
I do hope it is only a beginning, and that 
they will proceed to help us in the only way 
in which they can help in promoting the 
arts and crafts; by giving employment to the 
men and women who earn their money by 
them, as they do to the artists and crafts- 
men of the stage and the orchestra.” 


Exhibition of Scottish Traditions 

““THE LIVING TRADITIONS OF SCOTLAND ” 
exhibition, to be housed in the Royal 
Scottish Museum from June 25 to Septem- 
ber 8 as part of the Festival of Britain, 
will be the finest display of Scottish archi- 
tecture and crafts, traditional and contem- 
porary, ever assembled. This was the view 
expressed by Mr. R. A. MACLEAN, Glasgow 
chairman of the exhibition committee, at 
a Press conference in Edinburgh, at which 
first details of the exhibition were an- 
nounced. Although the exhibition would 
not be the biggest in the festival, there 
would be none more beautiful, said Mr. 
Maclean. It would be a reminder that they 
in Scotland, in their own distinctive way, had 
contributed and were contributing to all 
that was best in what was called the British 
way of life. 


Sir Frank Mears, who is chairman of the 


committee organising the architectural side 
of the exhibition, emphasised that it would 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND _ 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from Mar. 5, 1951. Every 
* effort is etn to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 
A Dumfriesshire ....A 





ASTEES 2.0.0 0000002 A Dundee .......-0- A 
ARE A Dunoon ......+-.-A 
Berwickshire ...... A East Fife ........++ A 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh ........ 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire .........+ ne 
Doune.......ccee A Forfarshire ....... . A 
Dunblane... cose Glasgow ....... ee 
Dumfties .+.ec.. Hamilton .....0.0A 


A Craftsmen.... 3/14 


Labourers... 2/8 








| ae A err 
pee ys A | Beterbead 000002 
Kincardinghicn- ..A | Soa” 
Kinross-shire .....-A | Roxburghshire “1.274 
Lanarkshire ...... A St. Andrews ...... A 
Midlothian ...... A Selkirkshire oda 
Monifieth .......-A Stewartry ........A 
Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire ...... A 
Newport .......- A Stornoway ........ A 
Peeblesshire ...... A AYPOMt ..--sseeee 
Eth ..ccccccccee A West Lothian ...... A 





The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 


The information given in this table is copyright. 
Grade 


Painters’ rates: 3/1 A; 3/— Grade B. 


(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





not be just a collection of objects and pic- 
tures and he expressed the hope that from 
it might arise a revival of apprenticeship 
in the fine crafts and building. 


The Royal Scots Monument 

Pians for the Royal Scots Monument in 
West Princes-street-gardens, designed by 
SiR FRANK MEakrs, in which the aim has been 
to achieve “something of the simple dignity 
of an ancient stone circle,” have been 
approved by Edinburgh Dean of Guild 
Court. 

The plan of the monument follows a semi- 
circular curve with a diameter of 100 ft. 
The principal feature is a pylon 20 ft. wide 
and 10 ft. high, constructed with courses 
about 2 ft. high and bearing the badge of 
the regiment in bronze. On each flank of 
this panel the official battle honours will 
be carved into the face of the stone, 


Shops for Glenrothes 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH has approved 
of the proposal of the Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation to proceed with a first 
shopping centre at Happer-crescent, Wood- 
side, facing Bighty-avenue, on land recently 
acquired from Fife County Council. The 
shopping centre comprises a block of seven 
shops with living accommodation over and 
at each end. The centre shop is specially 
designed as a self-service shop. The esti- 
mated cost of the block, without shop fittings, 
is in the neighbourhood of £25,000. It is 
proposed that one shop should provide 
accommodation for a library. 











FOR DAMP WALLS... 
ONE COAT OF 


Fenetrex 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 
IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN 
TWO COATS OF ANY 
OTHER METHOD 


y Colourless, Penetrex 
does its job thoroughly, on ail 
surfaces, Outside or Inside. 

One gallon covers 30 Square Yards. 
Sold by Builders’ Merchants in all 
sizes from Quart Tins to 10-Galion 
drums. Send for prices and name 
of nearest Stockist to: 


F.A.WINTERBURN LTD. 


(INCORPORATING LITHEX PRODUCTS) 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel.: 25692 











At present there are inadequate shopping 
facilities in Woodside for the growing popu- 
lation, and several mobile shops take up 
positions in Woodside from day to day to 
meet the needs of the community. 


Peat in Building 

A NEW BUILDING MATERIAL, peatcrete, was 
mentioned as a promising venture by Sir Ben 
LOCKSPEISER, secretary of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, when he 
gave details of experiments being carried out 
in conjunction with the Department of Agri- 
culture, at a Press Conference in Glasgow 
recently. 

A building using the material, which is a 
mixture of peat and concrete, had been 
erected in Skye, said Sir Ben, and was stand- 
ing up very well. If the experiment was 
successful, it would provide a valuable 
method of building in areas where indigenous 
materials could be used, thus saving costs 
in bringing materials from outside. 

The department was also taking steps to 
exploit the deposits of diatomite in Skye. 
Diatomite had many uses, but the labora- 
tory was studying its properties as a build- 
ing material; such as an aggregate for light- 
weight concretes. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Aberdeenshire.—New extensions to  Inverdee 
infants’ school for a primary department, est:mated 
to cost £39,000. The architect is Mr. Alexander B, 
Gardner, F.R.I.B.A., Municipal Offices, Broad-t., 
The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Ayr.—Plans to be prepared for new Cathoic 
church at Dalmelling. Cowie & Torry, F.R.I.BA., 
5, Wellington-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Dumbartonshire.—Pians to be prepared for new 
Vale of Leven Hospital to be erected at Alexandna, 
near the Brock Hospital, by the Western Regional 
Hospital Board, 64, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2. The architects are John Keppie & Hender- 
son and J. H. Cleaves, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 196, West 
Regent-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new factory to be 
erected for Messrs. Frederick Parker, Ltd., at 
Bouverie-st. and Dumbarton-rd., Partick. The 
architects are Weddell & Thomson, F. & A.R.L.BA,, 
216. Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new com- 
mercial garage to be erected at Copland-rd. and 
Vicarfield-st., Govan, for which the architects are 
James Taylor Thomson & MacCrae, F.R.1.B.A., 22, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 28 houses to 
be erected at the Mansewood site (area_F), for 
which the architect is Mr. Archibald J. Jury, 
F.R.1.B.A., Corporation Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. p 

Glasgow.—Reconstruction and additions to the 
premises of Messrs. M. G. Young & Co., at Peel-st., 
Partick, for which the architect is Mr. sone 
Wilson, A.R.I.B.A., Ocean Assurance-bldgs., St 
Vincent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Kilmarnock—New vertical retorts to cost over 
£152,250 to be erected by the Scottish Gas Board 
at the Riverbank Gas Works. 

Lanarkshire.—144 houses to be erected on_ the 
Thornhill site at Blantyre, for which the architect 
is Mr. Samuel MacColl, A-R.I.B.A.. County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Port Glasgow.—Plans té be prepared for 100 
houses to be erected at Park Farm (MacMillans), 
Broadfield, by the Scottish Special Housing Assocla- 
tion, Ltd., 13-21, Palmerston-pl., West End, 
Edinburgh. 
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SOFTWOOD 
Price Control to be Lifted 


STATUTORY restrictions on the prices of im- 
ported softweod have been removed, taking 
effect from March 1. As was foreshadowed 
when partial reversion to private trading was 
announced last October, with a number of 
purchases being made by separate firms, 
prices must depend in greater measure on 
the cost of a particular consignment instead 
of being arranged after a survey of the 
whole field. Traders will be able to sell 
both privately imported softwoods and soft- 

woods purchased from Timber Control at 
prices based on those which they are paying. 

World prices have been constantly rising 
since last April when the Control’s present 
selling prices were fixed, and in fact it has 
only been possible to hold prices at this 
figure by substantial drawing on the Con- 
trol’s trading reserves. An increase is, 
therefore, inevitable. The timber trade 
have, however, assured the President of the 
Board of Trade that softwood will be sold 
at prices allowing no more than a reason- 
able profit, and, in carrying out this policy, 
have agreed at his suggestion to set up a 
committee—which will include consumers’ 
representatives—to deal with price and 
distribution problems. 


Arrangements are also being made for the 
Ministry of Local Government and Planning 
to obtain expert advice on the timber price 
element in the cost of housing contracts. 
This is designed to enable housing officers 
to check applications from contractors for 
increased timber prices. 


The President will take further measures 
if he considers them necessary for the pro- 
tection of consumers. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders: a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
: MARCH 5. 
*tBristol T.C.—Factory at Bedminster Trading 
Estate, City A.. Eagle House, Colston-ave., 
Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. WD er gi by March 14. 
MARCH 
‘Bedford T.C.—72 fate Mile. y peceing site. 
©. H. Blakeway, B.E. & 8S. Dep. £ 
MARCH 7. 
tGateshead ©. 8.--Srecson of houses. H. J. 
Gook, A.R.I.B M.I.Struct.E., chief architect, 
Municipai- fan Swinburne-st., Gateshead, 8 


MARCH 8. 

“tManchester Regional Hospital Board.—Erection 
of nurses’ home at Manchester Victoria Jewish 
Hospital, Elizabeth-st. T. Duffy (F.), Architect to 
the Board, Third Floor, Sunlight House, Quay-st 
Dep. £2 2s, Tenders by March 29. 

MARCH 9. 

“Bilston T.C.—56 houses, contract No. 165, Stow- 

Ba. section J. Boro’ A., 20, Wellington-rd. Dep. 


“tBristoel_T.6,—9 police houses at Shirehampton 
and 5 at Horfield. City A., Eagle House, Colston 
Dep. £2 2: 


Evesham Tc. —22 houses on 
Pemberton & Poem man, 
Evesham. Dep. £2 


Fairfield site. 
architects, 21, Vine-st., 


reoutna ton 6.B.—Shelter and conveniences at 
ting Bridge. . Woolston Hard. Boro’ A., Civic 
Centre. Dep. £ 


br. ARCH 10. 
Hadneehing: (Herts) R.D.C.—11 houses at Little 
7 ham and 10 at Braughing. Clerk, 2, Huckerill- 
8t., Bishop’s Stortford. 
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*tDurham €.C.—Improvements and general repairs 
at Swalwell County School. County A., Court-!a. 
Tadcaster R.D.C,—28 houses at Derry- la., Mick!e- 
a, en Steel & Owen, architects, 89, Albion- 
., Leeds, 1. Dep. aa 2s. 


ARCH 
Falmouth T.C.—21 "ae - Fietbenenaih estate. 
Boro’ S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tipswich C.B.—Classrooms, assembly 
cioakrooms at Luther-rd. Primary. and Infants’ 
School. Johns & Slater (F. & A.), 32, Foundation- 
st., Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 6. 


hall and 


*tisle of Ely C.C.—House and farm bui-dings, 
Speedwell Farm, Waldersea. County Architect, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. 


Middlesbrough T. ote = houses, (b) 24 houses, 
«) 24 houses. E. & S. . £2 2s. 


*tMiddlesex C. ec redecorations, etc., 
at The Grange, Gresham-rd., Staines. C., Middle. 
sex Guildhall, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


April 2. 
*tMitcham T.C.—59 maisonettes and flats and 32 
rs Ravensbury housing estate, Ravensbury-gr. 
.& 8. Tenders by April 4. 


1 ortsmouth City.—16 flats, Lion-terr. 


“és. 


City 


St. Thomas (Devon) R.D.C.—20 houses at 
Topsham. E. E. Eltis & Sons, architects, Station 
Parade, Exmouth. 

Seaton U.D.C.—20 houses on the Scalwell-la. 


estate. R. Betterley, Clerk, 4, Seafield- As Seaton. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Fire Service garage at 
Grover-st. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 


*Tendring R.D.C.—Conversion of 18 Army hut- 
ments into % dwellings. W.S. Laing, A.M.I.Mun.E., 


E. & S., Council Offices, Weeley, nr. Clacton-on-Sea. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 13. 
*tReading C.B.—Superstructure for Reading 


Lanchester & Lodge (FF), 10, 

W.C.1. 

MARCH 14. 

*tCoventry City.—Alterations and adaptations to 
premises, rear of Broadgate, known as ‘“ Gulson 
Library.” J. Roland Sidwell (A.), 27, Union-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 11. 

*Durham County Police Authority.—One 
police houses at Wingate-la., Wheatley Hill. 
Clayton (F.), Court-la. 

*tEast Ham C,.B.—7 shops, 7 flats and 7 maison- 
ettes at Barking-rd., contract No. 42. Chief 
Housing Officer, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 15. 
*Huntingdon C.C.—One pair of houses for E.C. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 


Technical College. 
Woburn-sq., London, 


pair of 
G. R. 











PAVINGS — : 
FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 


MARBLE & QUARZITELTD 
- LIVERPOOL/ 
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and two pairs for Standing Joint Committee at St. 
Neots. County .A., County-bldgs. 

+Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—78 houses and flats on 
section ““H.” of Montague estate. City A., 18, 
Cleth Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 


MARCH 16. 
*tCambridge bee 4 houses at Coleridge-rd. 
estate, contract 35. B.E. & §,, Guildhall. Dep, 


£ 
Boambridge T. oS flats at Coleridge-rd. estate. 
‘ep. 

*Depwade R.D.C,—12 houses and 6 bungalows at 
various sites. A. F. Scott & Sons, 23, Tombland, 
Norwich. Dep. £3. 

*Durham Gounty Police Authority.—One pair of 
police houses at Tudhoe Moor estate, Spennymoor. 

G.“R. Clayton (F.), Court-la. 

*King’s Lynn T.C.—Six pairs of houses at North 
Lynn estate. F. R. Barton, F.I.A.S., quantity sur- 
we 23, New Conduit-st., King’s Lynn. Dep. 
*Southport C.B.—New pubtic convenience at 
Victoria Park. Boro’ A. & Town Planning Officer. 


MARCH 17. 

*t Bridgnorth R.D.C,—34 houses at Alve‘ey. Henry 
Vale & Sons, 21, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Chapel-en-le-Frith R,D.C.—Roads and 
and 20 houses at Cote-la. site, Hayfietd. 
27, Market-st. 

re U.D.C.- — convenience at Broad- 
way. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Fasiomanti U.D.C.—12 houses at Bardsley Fold 
estate, Lord-la. E. & S.; Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

South Shields T.C.—Erection of 124 dwell: ngs on 
section 2 (contract A), Simonside Development 
Area. B.E., Town Hall, South Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 19, | 

*Ealing T.C.—Public conveniences at 
Green. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

Pewsey (Wilts) R.D. C16 houses and site works 
at North Tidworth. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Pewsey. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southport C.B.—General 
Scarisbrick New-rd. Boro’ A., 


Lord-sé. 
MARCH 
*East Retford T.C.—(a) Pry * dwelli ngs, 
roads and sewers at Hallcroft. T.C., 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. each tender. 
*tWest Sussex C.C.—Canteen kitchen 
room, High Schoo! for Girls, Horsham. 
Chichester. Tenders by March 31. 


MARCH 22. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Five pairs of police 
County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Dep. £2 2s. each scheme (4 in all). 

— U.D.C.—40 houses and site works, 
ete. White’s Wood-la. site. Wm. Saunders & 
tage Baal 24, Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent, Notts; 
or 14, Mere 5 ore Louth, Lines. Dep. £3 3s. 

Liverpool T C.—9 flais at iecke. City A. & 
Director of Housing, a ge yg chbrs., Dale-st., 
Kingsway, Liverpool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

*South Cambs R.D.C.—26 aaniads at Sawston 
site. Architect, County Hall, Hobson-st., Cam- 
bridge. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 26. 

*Slough T.C.—37 biocks of semi-detached flats, 
Priory estate. Burnham. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wrexham T.C.—24 houses and 8 oe at Barons- 
rd. B.E. & S., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 27. 

*Bebington T.C.—Shops, flats and garages at 
Brackenwood estate, contract No. 6. B.E. & S., 
Brackenwood, Higher Bebington. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 28. 

*Malvern U.D.C.—Extensions to her 4 Gardens 
concert hall. C. C. Judson, 8. Dep. £2 

Newark-on-Trent B.C.—200 houses on oa ”Hawton- 
rd. estate. B.S., Municipa!-bldgs., Newark-on-Trent. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


sewers 
E. & &., 


Haven 


work, 53, 


lion-bidgs., 


builder’s | 
Pavi 


and = (b) 
Municipal 


and dining- 
County A., 


houses. 
Reading. 


MARCH 29. 
*Salford T.C,—A!terations and additions to Public 
Library, King-st. City E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 31. 


*Essex Rivers Catchment Board.—Pre-cast con- 
crete buildings at Lexden, Co:chester, and at 
Rettendon, near Battlebridge. E., Springfield-rd., 
Chelmsford. 

APRIL 2. 

*Durham 5 at Wynyard Hall 
Training College. County A., Court-la. ; 

*Durham C.C.—Renewal of floors at Crookhill 


County School. County A., Court-la. 
“Southend-on-Sea al B.—Erection of crematorium. 
B.E. & 8. Dep. 





APRIL 4. 

*Wey th and Mel b egis T.C.—Demoli- 
tion of 44 and 45, St. Thomas-st. *S. E., 6, Pulteney- 
bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 30. 


*Tasmania State Housing Authority.—Supplying 
and shipment of 1,000 prefabricated dwellings. 
Agent-General for Tasmania, 457, Strand, London, 
W.C.2. 


JUNE 30, 

*New Zealand Dept. of Works, Housing Division. 
—Design, supply and erection of 1.000 prefabricated 
houses and outbuildings. High Commissioner for 
New Zealand, 415, Strand, London. W.C.2 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
' MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 9. 
Coseley U.D.C.—C. (Materials.) 
10 
(Materials.) 
(Materials.) 
ARCH 12 
West Hartlepool CE BE. 
MARCH 13. 
*tNorthants C.C.—Heating, hot water and/or 
electrical installation at Kettering Technical Insti- 
tute. County A., County Ha 
*Prestwich Hospital Management Committze.— 
Repainting external woodwork and ironwork at 
annexe bu.lding. H. Winters, Secretary, Prestwich 
Hospital, nr. Manchester. 
MARCH 14 ; 
Manchester T.C.—City 8S. (Materials.) 
Rowley Regis B.C.—C. (Materials.) _ 
St. Albans T.C.—City E. & S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 15, _ 
*Harrow U.D.C.—External painting of 565 houses 
at 3 sites. EF. & S., Council Offices, Stanmore. 


Dep. £2. 
MARCH 17 
Leominster B.C.—S. (Materials.) 
Sutton-in-Ashfiela U.D.C.—E. & S&S. 
MARCH 19 
Dunstable B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) ; 
*Gillingham Boro.’—Demolition of properties at 
Brompton. B.S. Dep. £3 3s 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 
Mexborough U.D.C.—S. 
Todmorden B. ~ E. 


(Materials.) 


(Materials.) 


MARCH 10. 

Wakefield ‘g Cc. iapwe and sewers on Keit:ethorpe 

estate. City E 
MARCH 12. 

Ilkeston B.C.—Roads and sewers on c+ Section 
of Kirk Hallam = A. O. Marshall, 8. & W.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 

(LONDON) 

Camberwell. — Homes. — Camberwell Housing 

Society, Ltd., to build old people’s homes, Peckham 


Rye, S.E. Architects, Co- operative Planning, Ltd., 
73b, South Side, Clapham Common, S.W.4 

Cit y.—ReEsvuiLDING.—A licence for _ over £250,000 
has been received for rebuilding Trinity House, 
Trinity-sq., E.C.3, for Corporation of Trinity House. 
Architects are Richardson & Houfe, FF.R.1.B.A., 
31, Old Burlington-st., 

City.—ResviLvinG. Rebuilding is proposed of two 
wings of Sir John Cass Foundation School, ag pl., 
E.C.3. Plans by Verner O. Rees, F.R.LB.A 51, 
Queen Caroline-st., W.6. 

Dagenham.—ResvuiLDING.—Premises are to be re- 
built at 174-176, Dagenham-rd. for G. A. Smith & 
a, Ltd., caterers. Architects, Meredith & Partners, 
ae R.LB.A., Victoria House, High-rd., Goodmayes, 

SseX. 

Finsbury.—Vicarace.—T. G. Jackson, F.R.I.B.A., 
3, Raymond-bldzs., W.C.1, has prepared plans for 
a new vicarage to be erected at Goswell-rd. at 
£10,000. (The name of the architect for this scheme 
was incorrectly given in our issue of February 16.) 

Hendon.—F ars. —Housing Com. approved revised 
scheme submitted by Boro’ S. for 128 flats at north 
end of Cricklewood-la., site No. 15. 

tslington. — Dwe.iincs. — Housing Com. have 
appointed Messrs. E. C. P. Monson, F/A.R.I.B.A., 
120, Moorgate, E.C.2, as architects, ‘and Mr. O. E. 
Parratt, F.R.LCS., Adelaide House, King William- 
st., E C4, as quantity surveyor, for proposed housing 
scheme at Rotherfieid-st. and Downham-rd. 

Leyton.—ExtTension.—Factory extension is pro- 

sed at Lammas-rd., E.10, for British & American 
Salmon Curing Co., at. Architects, Mence & 
Moore, 4, Halkin-pl., S.W.1. 

St. Marylebone. —Resvit. pInG.—Approval has been 
given to rebuilding, as consulting rooms and flats, 
etc., of 66, Wimpole-st. Architect. is Vahan Bul- 
bulian, A.R.I.B.A., 12, Temple Fortune-la., N.W.11. 

St. Marylebone.—F Lars, Erc.—Planning "approval 
has been given to six-storey block of flats, consulting 
rooms, etc., at 103-105, Harley-st., W.1. Architects 
are, L. M. Gotch and Partners, 21, Bunhill-row, 


Ml. 

Walthamstow. — Pusiic CoNVENTENCE. — Health 
Com. has approved scheme prepared by Boro’ A. for 
a public convenience in the centre of The Broadway. 
Min. of Transport approval being sought. 

Wandsworth.—Dwe.iincs.—Housing Com. has 
appointed Sir Lancelot Keay, P-P.R.I.B.A., as archi- 
tect for a proposed housing scheme at West Hill. 
The scheme, which it is estimated, will comprise 
between 400 and 500 dwellings, is part of a draft 
programme for 192. 

andsworth. — Dwe.iincs. — A. W. Kenyon, 

-R.I.B.A., 15, Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., W.C.1, has 
been appointed by Housing Com. as architect for a 
proposed housing — at Putney Vale. The 
scheme, which is estimated will comprise 
between 300 and 400 dwellings, is part of a draft 
programme for 1952. 

Wandsworth.—Dweitrncs.—C. H. James, R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., 5, Bloomsbury-st., W.C.1, has been 


appointed by Housing Com. as architect for a pro- 
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‘* THE BUILDER ”’; PRICES 
CHAIN LINK FENCING}PRICES 
Under the Iron and Steel Prices Order, 1951, 
which came into operation on February 21, chain 
link fencing ‘premiums have been increased by 
24 points. 











posed housing scheme at Clapham-rd, The scheme, 
which it is estimated will, comprise about 165 
dwellings, is part of a draft programme for 1%2. 
Wandsworth. — Dwe.iineés. -— Donald Hamilton, 
L.R.1.B.A., 7, Connaught-pl., Hyde Park, W.2, has 
been appointed by Housing Com. as architect for 
a proposed scheme (included in a draft programme 
for 1952) for about 53 dwellings at West Hiill-rd. 
Westminster.—Suors.—Planning approval has been 
given for shops, showrvoms, service station, etc., at 


1594173, Bbury-st., and 10-14, Semley-pl., a & F 
Architect, Donald "Scott, 24, Thurloe- st., S.W.7 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Accrington.—Div. E.C. propose eg > Pa Cty. 
Jnr. Sch. at Spring Hill, and C. of E. . Mod. 


Sch. in 1962-3 programme. 
Alnwick.—Television relay station is to be built 


at Psat J Crags. é 
Ainwick.—U.D.C. to build 32 houses on Howling- 
la. East site. Surveyor, G. Beatty. 


Amesbury (Wilts).—Housing com. to purchase 
2,168 acres opposite the Mill at Middle Woodford 
for building purposes. 

Bath. —Rebuilding after war-damage of Emmanuel 
Church, Aspley-rd. Plans by Mowbray, Green & 
Partners, 27, Queen-sq. 

Belford.—R.D.C. to erect 18 houses at Seahouses 
and 14 at Belford. 

Bellingham.—Amended plans by W. Dixon & Son, 
1. Collingwood-st., Newcastle, for council chamber 
and offices, have been approved. 

Birmingham.—New Gosta Green School of Print- 


ing, for E.C. sreeen. McKewan & McKewan, 
318, Hamstead- rd., 

Birmingham. —E.C. * approved plans for three 
schools at oe End, at £261,104. H. J. Man- 


zoni, City E 

Bolton.—B.C. approved layout for 52 houses at 
<a Fold; seek M.E. approval for adaptation 
of “The Withins,”’ Breightmet. as a clinic. 

Brighton. — Warehouse, offices, egg-packing 
station, cold stores, garage, etc, at Arundel-pl. 
and Eastern-rd. Archi — Cc Wz. Glover & Part- 
ners, 54, Victoria-st., S.W.1 

Brighton. —Warehouse proposed, — Lewes-rd., 
for Canhams, Ltd. Architects, Warr & King, 137, 
Albion-st., Southwick. 

Burnley.—B.C. to obtain tenders for 24 houses 
and 28 flats at Brunshaw estate. 

Burten Latimer.—U.D.C seek loan of £29,905 
for seven blocks of “‘ Gregory” flats. 

Burton-on-Trent.—B.C. approved plans for 12 
flats at Manners estate. 


Bury.—T.C. approved erection of 32 one-bed- 
roomed, 108 two-bedroomed, 66 three-bedroomed, 
= four-bedroomed houses at Topping Fold 
estate. 








————— a oe MOMENI re 


Smooth-running 
space-saving efficiency makes 


KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
a basic aid in modern building 


"Tsodsanps of sliding door installations in 

modern factories, schools, hospitals, 
farms, houses and garages glide on KING 
door gear. There’s good reason. KING 
fittings are precision-engineered. Every set, 
from massive power-operated gear to light- 
weight domestic installations, incorporate 
‘plus’ features developed by solid engineer- 
ing experience to give silky-smooth action 
and long, trouble-free life. Write for booklet 
showing the range and applications of KING 
door gear, and the name of your nearest 
stockist. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





Write for illustrated booklets to:— 
GEO. W.°*KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS, 
HITCHIN, HERTS. TEL.: HITCHIN 960 
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March 2 1953 


Cambridge.—Hospital Brd. to » oxtand buildings at 
Papworth Sanatorium, at £140,000. Architects, 
Adame, Holden & Pearson, FF.R.I.B.A., 2, Gordon. 


W.C.1. 
“qritheree.—B.C. pan 12 houses at Chatburn 
and 12 at Whalle 
Coventry.—E.C. Teak approval for following 1961/2 
schools building programme:—Prim. Sch. at Tile 
Hll Neighbourhood (£40,000) ; 16 hutted classrooms 
(£35,000) ; Training College (phase 1) (£56,000); 
Central College of Art & Technology (stage 11) 
rs 000).—E.0. propose adaptations to Copthorne. 
rd. hostel. Architects, Oldham & pesnees, 4, 
ap alae -rd., Coventry. Donald E. E. Gibson, 
it 
Gen —Cheshire C.C. approved erection of ety, 
library ¥*.. at £37,000. F. M. Parkes, Cty. 4, 
ton.—U.D.C. to erect = dwellings at Lower 

Rushcroft site. Boro’ E., J. Gledhill. 
Cumberland.—C.C. to erect oo police stations 
at Humpton and Armathwaite. 
Darlington.—Preston, Roger & Partners, Dilke 
House, Malet-st., London, W.C.1, have been ap. 
pointed consultants for the mechanical work, and 
Couzens & Brown, Queen-st., London, 8.W.1, con. 
sultants for electrical work for proposed develop- 
ments at Greenbank Maternity Hospital, for New- 
castle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Board. 
Darlington.—_Cty. Licensing Justices have ap 
proved plans submitted by Vaux & Associated 
Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland, for the enlargement 
of North Briton Pcie at Aycliffe, Darlington, at 


a cost of £25 

Daventry.—T «. “to invite tenders for 30 two-bed- 
roomed houses at Jubilee-rd. site. 

Dover.—Large car ferry terminal, etc., The Cam- 
ber, for oe Brd., costing over £400,000. Con- 
sultants, J. M. Wilson'& H. C. Mason & Partners, 
3, eee Cavendish-sq., W.1 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. propose 10 houses at Wych- 
bold (commence May); further eight at Hartle 
bury (commence September), and 12 flats at Dijj- 
more-av., Fernhill Heath (commence April). 

Dudley.—B.C. considering layout plan for eight 
“Gregory” flats at Laurel-rd.—E.C. propose 
students’ hostel at Broadway; seek M.E. approval 
for adaptations to “The Woodlands” as 
people’s home. Architects, Harvey & Wicks, 10), 
Hagley-rd., Birmingham. 

Exeter.—Licence issued for new building, Central 
Area Reconstruction, for Devon and Exeter §ay- 
ings Bank, Ltd. Plans by R. M. Challice & Son, 
4, Queen’s-ter., St. Davids. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Page, Son & Hill, %, 
King-st., South Shields, are architects for two pro- 
posed hotels in Manor- -gdns., Wardley, and Smith- 

urn-rd., Fellings, for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd, 

Haymarket, - Newcastle-on-Tyne. Schemes’ have 
still to be considered by licensing authorities. 

Folkestone.—E.C. to erect workshop at Tech- 
nical College, costing about £56,000. . A, § H 
Loweth, F.R.I.B.A. Springfield. eidstaecs *Quan- 
on surveyors, D. “R. Nolans & Co,, 30, John-st., 


Maks, 

Gateshead.—T.C. has applied for M.H. sanction 
to borrow £32,734 for 26 houses at Coach-r.; 
£89,624 for 60 houses at Wrekenion; £31,440 for % 
houses at Firwood-gdns.; £14,849 for aged persons’ 
hostel at Beacon View.—T.C. has received MH. 
sanction to borrow £53,147 for 38 houses between 
Windy Nook-rd. and Southend-rd., and £36,477 for 
32 houses on Hillcrest extension site at Lobley Hill. 
—M.E. has approved final me by Chief A. (H. J. 
Cook) for second instalment of Tech. College. 

Godalming.—Extension of nurses’ home, King 
George’s Sanatorium a Sailors, Architect, B. @. 
Duckett, A.R.I.B.A., 80, Wimpole-st., W.1 

Gosforth (Northumberland). —Subject to MH. 
approval, U.D.C. is to build 99 houses on Chureh- 
rd. estate. Surveyor, Clifford Weld. 

Hastings.—Alterations at Fairlight Sanatorium, 
for Management Com, Page pont H. C. Sweat- 
man, 180, Bohemia- rd., Leonards-on-Sea. 

Heanor.—U.D.C. to inttie tenders for 80 houses at 
Marlpool estate. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Bushing Co., Ltd., are t 
make extensions to their works including ‘a. varnish- 
ing shop, test bay, stores, canteen and_ offices. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 2, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle.—J. M. Black, jun., Bac 
Glen-st., Hebburn-on- Tyne, builder, is to erect 2 
s.d. houses at Harleyburn-av. —Hawthorn, Leslie & 
Co., Ltd., shipbuilders, Hebburn-on- Tyne, are to 
construct a fitting — and extend the fabrication 
shop, etc., at £55, Mr. C. Stephenson is 
general manager. 

io tee ae approved lans for :—Extension$ 

*Roe Acre Mill,” Green-la., for Roe Acre Mill 
a : houses at Weythorne-dr., Birtle, 
Bury, for W. E. bee, & Son, Bolton. 

Higham Ferrers.—U.D.C. received consent to 
borrow £42,405 for 25 a at Wharfe-rd. 

Irthtingboro (Northants).—Erection of a further 8 
houses on Addington-rd. estate has been decid 
upon by U.D.C. 

{E.C. 


Kettering.—Northants 
technical institute. f 
Lancs.—C.C. propase Bg oy classroome 
Newton-le-Willows Sec. M Sch. Architects, West 
wood, Son & Harrison, pe ar seek oes 
£15,228 for additional classrooms at Fulwood A 
ling-st. Cty Sch.; £13,395 for proposed i 
South Nursery Sch.; £16,445 for proposed Ba 


Thorn Nursery Sch.; £13,400 for Swinton aan 


propose 3storey 


dlebury, Moor-st. Nursery Sch.—C.C. 
erection of 113 houses, 24 flats and lock-up arsee 
Penwortham, for Prest 


at Middleforth Green, 


overspill. 
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March 2 1951 


Leamington Spa.—B.C. propose 58 houses at 
Whitnash estate. 
Leamington Spa.—Extension to Rossmore, New- 


pold-ter., for Old People’s Welfare Society, Ltd. 
Architects, Rayner & Fedeski, L.R.I.B.A., 28, The 
Parades —R.D.C. to prepare plans for two-bed- 
roomed type houses. 

Maidstone.—M.E. approved stage 11, South- 


perough sec. sch., costing £107,411. ‘Architects, 
Burns & Guthrie, 11, Calverley Park, Tunbridge 


ells 
>, Hospital Brd. propose further 
two research labs. at Christie Hospital and Holt 
Radium Institute, m5 Manchester, at £18,000. 
Market Drayton.—R.D seek approval for 16 
houses at Langley Dale, ‘Stoke-on-Tern. 
Market Drayton.—U. D.C. to negotiate with Har- 
yeys, Ltd., for erection of 28 houses at Dalelands. 
Middlesbrough. —M.H. has sanctioned erection, 
by Palreck labour, by T.C. of 68 houses at £82,548. 
Middlesbrough.—A contract is to be let by T.C. 
for a further 76 houses at Berwick Hills, to plans 


B.E 
Pacnen. —T.C. seek loan of £23,385 for 18 houses 
at Marsden Park estate, and £19,438 for 16 houses 
at Holehouse estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, 
Pearl-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, ‘have been ap- 
pointed architects for a prim. sch. at Stocksfield-av. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Pians by Arthur & Kirkup, 
Swinburne-st., Gateshead, for a factory and offices 
in Brinkburn-st., for. the United Wire Works, Ltd., 
have been approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. 
Hospital Brd. are to build two general hospitals in 
Newcastle, each of 300 to 500 beds. Architects 
Dept., ‘‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle. : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—An ice-cream factory is to 
be built in Welbeck-rd., for V. Giavannone. Archi- 
tect, E. Burrowes, 15, Meadow-rd., Monkseaton, 
Whitley Bay, Northumberland.—United Hospitals 
Board is to make alterations to 17, Framlington- 
J, to convert into a nurses’ training school. 

lans by Clerk of Works, Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
Newcastle.—C.W.8 to build a blacksmith’s shop 
and engineering shop in West Blandford-st. Plans 
by C.W.S. Architect’s Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., 

Newcastle. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—_W. McPhee, Ltd.,_ trans- 
rters, are to erect large store buildings in Back 
ailway-st. Architect, M. A. McKenzie, 1, Eldon- 
sq., Neweastle—McLure & Co., Ltd., are to build 
a factory in. Roman-ay. Architect, C. S. Erring- 
ton, 4, Grainger-st., Newcastle. : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. Ed. Com. has appointed 
€. §. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle, as 
architect for a prim. sch. at Denton Bank under 
141 programme. 


Newhaven.—Block of shops, showrooms, etc., 
High-st. Architect, A. J. Fowles, F.R.I.B.A., 7, 
Burlescoombe-rd., Thorpe’ Bay, Essex. 


Northampton. —Restoration ‘proposed at the ‘““New 
Theatre,” at £20,000. Manager, T. W. Willis. 

Northants.—E..C. appointed E. G. Phiilive Son & 
Norfolk, 26, Annesley-gr., Nottingham, as heating 
and electrical consultants, for Kettering Technical 
Institute. Cost, £150,000. 

North Riding.—E.C. to purchase five acres at 
Richmond for cty. college. E.C.’s architect, D. W. 
Dickenson, Cty. Hall, Northallerton. 
Northumberland.—C.C. is to build a one welfare 
centre at Whitley Bay. Architect, W. W. Tasker, 
Cty. Hall. Newcastle. 

Nottingham.—Aristoc, Ltd., propose new factory 
at Langley Mill. 

Notts.—E.C. appointed George Sands_& Co., Ltd., 
Colwick, as structural engineers for Beeston Col- 
lege of Further Education. First stage, £60.000. 

am.—E.C. propose commencement during 
summer of sec. sch. at Bell Fields, Hathershaw. 
skirk.—To erect 40 houses at Scott estate, 

Ormskirk, and 24 at Richmond-av., Burscough, in 
1%1 programme. 

Plymouth._New premises. 
Coates & Co. (Plymouth), 
Curtis Green, ae. Son & 
St. James’s-st., 8.W.1 

Plymouth.—M.E. 


Blackfriars-la., for 
Ltd. Architects, W. 
Lloyd, 15, Pickering-pl., 


salictend preliminary plans for 


lew Pennycross prim. sch., ecating £47,563. Archi- 
tect. E. G. Catchpole, A.R.I.B.A., Weston-chbrs., 
Seymour- rd. 

Portsmouth.—Smith’s Potato Crisps, Ltd., Brent- 
oe, to build new factory, Fareham-rd. ‘Archi- 


pais ee es Beard, Bennett & Wilkins, 101, 
er-s 

Radclive. We C. seek loan of £52,821 for 48 houses 
at Wordsworth-av. site. 

Rawtenstall.—B.C. approved layout for 90 houses 
at Staghill estate. 
Rhyl.—Alterations 
Hotel,” at £30,000. 
Riddings (Derbys).—Granwood Fleoring Co., Ltd., 
Plopose extensions to factory. 

Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for :—Extensions 
0 foundry at Oliver Brow for Smiths Foundry, 
lid.—Additions at Mere-la. Spring Works, Ambrose. 
si, for R. Riley, Ltd.—B.C. propose 24 shops at 
central shopping’ area and 11 shops in_ sub- 
heed area at Kirkholt estate.—W. Holden 
anchester), Ltd., propose 14 houses at Turf 


Eill-rd 

ite. approved conversion of Nos. 3/5/7, 
ae: td. as retail] shop for Montague Burton, 
mie Hudson-rd. Mills, Leeds. Staff architect, N. 
Shefheld.—Reg. Hospital Brd. 
library at 


proposed at ‘ Westminster 


approved hospital 
Mansfield & District Gen. Hospital; staff 
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canteen and patients’ shops at Victoria Hospital ; 

canteen at Saxondale Hospital. 
Southampton.—B.C. has agreed plans for recon- 

struction of shop and we premises, 133-139, 


Above Bar-st., for C. & A. Modes, Ltd., London. 
Architects, North & Partners, 10, Queen-st., 
Maidenhead. 


Sowerby hie gl glw sketch plans spores for 
jun. and mixed sch. at Dean-la., for West Riding 
C.C. H. Bennett, Cty. A., Wakefield. 

Stanley (Co. Durham). —U.D.C. is negotiating for 
a site of 45 acres east of Durham-rd., South Stan- 
ley, for housing.—U.D.C. has prepared. layout plans 
for 10 houses at South Moor, and these have been 
submitted to M.H. for approval. 

Stone.—R.D.C. approved revised scheme for 16 
hous®és and garages at Hilderstone.—Approved in 
principle, 3-storey flats at Blythe Bridge. 

Sunderland.—T.C. is considering a £24, 000 plan 
for 14 homes and a communal centre at Hill View, 
for aged people. Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—T.C. ‘has received sanction to borrow 
£158 893 for 146 houses on Pennywel estate. 

Uftoxeter.—U.D.C. received M.H. approval for 46 
houses at Bentley House estate. 


Wallsend.—T.C. has received an offer from J. H. 
James, builder, Archer-st., Wallsend, to erect 110 
houses at Low Willington. M.H. approval sought. 

oro’ E., G. N. Teasdale. 

Welwyn Garden City.—Murphy Radio, Ltd., 
Welwyn, have acquired site in Bessemer- rd., for 


new factory, costing £150,000. 

West Bromwich.—J. Brockhouse & Co., Ltd., 
British Typewriters, Ltd., Queen-st., propose new 
factories and offices at Birmingham- rd. 

West Bromwich.—B.C. approved final plans for 
proposed Hamstead Cty. Prim. Sch. Architect, 
q Fillmore, 8, Newall-st., Birmingham. 
‘Wigan. —T.C. seek ‘loan for 129 houses at Norley 
Hall estate; £19,963 for wholesale fruit stores and 
retail fruit market in Hope-st., and £172,400 for 
first instalment of Branch College: of Further 

Education. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Aethwy.—10 houses at Newborough and Mall- 
traeth, Anglesey, for R.D.C.: *Henry Jones & Sons 
(Rhosneigr), Ltd., Beach-rd., Rhosneigr, Anglesey. 

Pa ge or rection of 12 houses at Holders-rd. : 


& D. Lucas, £18,055. Six houses and two bun- 
gaiows and siteworks at Cholderton: *Sims Bros., 
Birmingham.—Garage for 100 omnibuses, Lea 

Hall, for Transport Department. Gateley & Par- 
sons, architects, 50, Harborne-rd., Birmingham 15: 
*Smith Bros. (Construction), Ltd., 261, Stratford- 
rd., Birmingham. 


Bradford.—Houses for T.C. 186 “No Fines” at 
Shorley estate: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£263,285. 200 “‘ Easiform ” at Idle/Eccleshill estate : 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
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£268,697. 162 eee at Buttershaw estate: *Direct 
Labour, £207,442 
Burniey.—New police headquarters and magi- 
strates’ courts on Cattle Market site, for B.C. 
Architects, Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, 19, Silverwell- 
st., Bolton: *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel-st., 
Adlington, £256,956. Three houses at Belvedere- rd., 
and ‘Ormerod- rd., “and conveniences at Queen’s 
Park: *Direct Labour, £5,320 and £2,560. 
Cannock.—Conversion of miners’ hostel at Holly- 
la., Great Wyrley, into housing accommodation, 
for R.D.C.: *Edmunds — Ltd., Station-st., 
Cheslyn Hay, Walsall, £8,940. 
Cheshire,— —Adaptations at Heswall House, Hes- 
wall, aS aged persons’ home, for C.C.: *Brown 
ia. Pensby-rd., Pensby, £15,671. : 
Coseley.—56 houses at Batmans Hill site, for 
U.D.C.: *K. E. Millard & Co., Ltd.. New Wolver- 
hampton-rd., Langley, Oldbury. 
Cra yford.—Mayplace- rd. primary school. Brad- 
t F.R.1.B.! wees Gallery, 
St. John’s Wood, N.W.8: *J. H. 


dock & Martin-Smith, 
St. John’s Church, 
Durrant & Sons, Ltd., High-st., Rochester, 
Dipton.—Erection of 2 television station at Dip- 
ton, Co. Durham: *J. T. McCall, New Herrington, 
nr. Sunderland. 
Dundee.—Housing scheme at the Louchbaugh-rd. 


site. Mr. James MacLellan Brown, A-R.I.B.A 
architect, Municipal-bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. *The 
Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., Paisley, £146,800 


Glasgow.—Command’s Centre at the Art Galleries, 
Bellahouston Park. a Henderson and Sons, 
Ltd., Glasgow, £73,1 

Glasgow.— New Catholic Church of the Arch- 
diocese of Glasgow and Galloway, to be erected for 
Dennistoun, at Nellerfield- 7 and Springfield. Mr. 
Thomas Gardiner, A.R.I architect, Blyths- 
wood-chbrs., 261, West ere st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
*Peter Shaw, Ltd., Dennistoun, ‘Glasgow, 'E.C. 

Hambledon (Surrey). —20 houses and 20 flats on 
Manor Field estate, Milford, for R.D.C. E. & S., 
Council Offices, Bury Fields, Guildford. 20 houses 
and eight flats: *Godalming Building & Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Catteshall-la., Godalming, £36,502. 
12 flats: *A. L. Lamport, Pinehurst, Upper Hale, 
Farnham, £11,994. 

Hebburn.—30 houses at Hebburn. Arcliitects, 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields: 
*J. M: Black, jun., Station-rd., Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

Houghton-le-Spring.— Alterations to the “ Empire 


Cinema’ *Modernisation, Ltd., Henrietta-st., 
Batley, Yorkshire. 
Ilkeston.—18 houses for B.C.: *L. Midgeley, 
Ilkeston, £22,246. 


Lanarkshire.—41 houses at Chapelhall. Mr. Samuel 
MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. *Nyton, Ltd. (Tarran Industries, Ltd.), 
Mossend, Bellshill. 

Lanes.—Works for C.C. Erection of Penwortham 
girls’ grammar school: *Middleton & Co., Ltd., 
Blackpool, £14,713. Adaptations at Christ Church 
school, Accrington: *G. Walsh & Sons, Oswaldt- 
wistle. Additional classrooms at Lancaster Sker- 
ton county school: *Mr. A. V. Black, Lancaster, 
£5,583. Erection of Middleton Acresfield Nursery 
school: *Roy & Partners, Ltd., 25, Cross-st., Man- 
chester, £12,227. 

Leeds.—44 dwellings at Tinshill estate, for_T.C.: 
*Wm. Airey & Sons, Ltd., Eldon House, Leeds, 
£58,567. 

Lesmahagow.—Erection of 100 houses for the Scot- 
tish Special Housing As EWEN Ltd., Edinburgh. 
Mr. A. G._ Sinclair, A.R.I.B.A., architect, 15, 
Palmerston-pl., West End, Edinburgh: *The Weir 

ousing Corporation, Ltd., Greenfield, Glasgow. 

Liverpool, —Works for T.C. 12 flats: 18 flats: 30 
flats; and four houses: *Netherton Building Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Litherland, £20,349; £28,863; 
and £54,251 (subject to M.H. approval). 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty. 
—Deptford: Renewals and_ repairs to piles, J. 
Shelbourne & Co., Ltd., P.L.A. Building, Trinity- 
sq., London, E.C.3. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 

500 or over for week ended February 17.— 

Re-Sheeting of Buildings: Wolverhampton Corru- 
gated Iron Co., Ltd., Ellesmere Port, Wirral, Ches. 
Building W wn Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., 
London, W.5. Crewdson, Horley, Surrey. John 
Laing ‘& Son, Ta London, N.W.7 Hadsphaltic 
Construction Co., Ltd., Pembroke Dock, Pembroke- 
shire. Ralph Thompson (Cambridge), Ltd., Cherry 
Hinton, Cambridgeshire. 

Painting Work: Chas. Scott & Son, Mansfield, 
Notts. Maintenance Storage Tanks Works: Simmons 
& Hawker, Ltd., London, §.W.18. Barvis Partners, 
Ltd.. Brentwood. W. & J. Rishridger, Bletchingley, 


nr. Redhill, Surrey. General Maintenance Work: W. 
Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Swaffham. McGrath 
(Coalisland), Ltd., Coalisland, Co. Tyrone. 


{London (M.O. W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended February 17:— 

Aberdeenshire : Telephone House, Bon Accord-st., 
Aberdeen, Alterations, James Aitken, 829, Gt. 
Northern-rd., Aberdeen. Essex: I.R.O., Essex-st. 
Colchester, Erection of temporary office building, 
Hutton (Builders), Ltd., Birch, Colchester. Norfolk : 
Head Post Office. Telephone Exchange & I.R.0., 
Baxters Plain, King’s Lynn, Internal painting, 
B. W. Johnson, 26, Railway-rd., King’s Lynn. 
Shropshire: Min. Supply Vehicle Depot, Atcham 
Airfreld, Adaptations and repairs, Dudley Boswell & 
Co., Ltd., 6 Manby-st.. Wolverhampton. 
Staffordshire : P.O. Training School, Beatty Hall, 
Yarnfield, Conversion into social welfare centre. Nay- 
lor & Nutt, 120, Statidn-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Warwickshire: P.O., Telephone House, Newhall-st.,. 
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Birmingham, Extension to third floor, W. B. & F. T. 
Archer, Holyhead Works, Rookery-rd., 
Birmingham. 


Handsworth, 


Worcestershire : N.S.H.C., Abbey 
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Birmingham-rd., Redditch, Internal decora- 
tions, G. L. Painters, Ltd., Decora Works, Wol- 
verhampton- ‘st., Dudley. | Yorkshire: Hungate, Erec- 
tion of telephone exchange, Higgs & Hill, 33, St 
Paul’s-st., Leeds. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by W.D. 
during week ended February 17 :— 

Hants: Painting, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), 
Ltd., Andover; Painting, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 
Ash, nr. Aldershot. Wilts: Building, Sims Bros., 
Durrington. Salisbury. Somerset : Buildi 
Rogers & Sons (Bristol), Ltd., Bristol 3. Wilts : 
Miscellaneous, A. G. Saunders, Ltd., Southampton. 
Norfolk: Underpinning, M. Maclean, Cromer. 
Middz : Roadwork, Bitumen Industries, Ltd., Slough; 
Building, E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon. 

Cheshire: Roadwork, Bituminous Surfacing, Ltd., 
Manchester 12. Lancs : Roadwork and building, Wn. 
Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool. Stirlingshire : 
Roadwork, bonald Roy & Sons, Ltd., Stirling. Yorks: 
Miscellaneous, J. Metcalf Bros., Doncaster. 
Northumberland ; Miscellaneous, J. R. Surtees, Ltd., 
Blackhil, Co. Durham. Ayrshire: Building, Jas. 
Anderson & Song (Builders), Ltd., Irvine. Eas 
Lothian: Building, Brown Fraser & Co., Ltd., North 
Berwick. Glasgow: Fencing, Maxwell M. Hart 
(Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, C.1. 

Manchester.—Restoration of five-sterey office 
block at Swan Court, Market-st.: *R. Carlyle & 
Co., Ltd., Elsinore-rd., Trafford Park, Manchester. 
Middlesbrough.—64 houses on the Berwick Hills 
estate (2nd Development), for T.C.: *Middlesbrough 
& District Building Trades Association, £78,374. 

Morecambe.—12 flats at Warren-gr., for B.C.: *J. 
Westwell, 11, Banksome-dr., Morecame, £10,756. 

Newcastle-on-T yne.—34 houses in Shrigley-gdns. 
Architect, M. A. Mackenzie, 1, Eldon-sq., New- 
castle: *J. H. Fisher, Kenton- la., Gosforth, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Norfoik.—Hunstanton secondary modern school, 
for EC. <A. & P. Smithson, A. & A.R.I.B.A., 32, 


Hostel 


Doughty-st., Mecklenberg-sq., London, W.C.1:— 

Ww. Flewellyn & Sons, Ltd., Norwich . £148,376 

H. : Sears & Sons, Ltd., Norwich... . 
. Carter, Ltd., Drayton ... ae ae 
Shanks, Ltd., Hunstanton 1aoaee 


“Nott —Arnold Kingswell junior school, for E.C.: 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Sherwood, Notts, 


£1,490. 

Oxford City.—Seven lock-up shops _ with 
maisonettes over and seven lock-up garages, Under- 
hill Circus, Barton Estate, Headington. 4 


Boyle's -.t-s:.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IM USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.18 
Tel.: LADbreke 2878 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Chandler, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., City Architect ¢ 
Planning Officer: *T. H. Kingerlee & Sons, Lid, 
35a, Queen-st., Oxford, £31,268 (subject to’ ME. 
approval). 

Pershore.—15 houses at. Abbey Grounds estate, for 


R.D.C.: *Perks Bros., Eckington, Pershore. 
Ramsgate. —Second stage, Newington primary 
school. H. V. Lobb, F.R.I.B.A., 20, Gower-st,, 


W.C.1: *W. W. Martin, Dane Park-rd. 
Rochdale.—205 houses at Kirkholt estate, for 
BL.: *Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., Park Hill-st,, 
Bolton, £222,028 

Rushden.—24 houses on the Upper Queen-t, 
estate, for U.D.C. Alexander Millar, E. & §, 
Council-bldgs., Rushden, Northants. 12 houses: 
*A. J. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Stanwick, Welling. 
borough, Northants. 12 houses: *F. & R. W WV indsor, 


28, Newton-rd., Rushden, Northants. 
St. Pancras.—Reconstruction of National Central 
Library, Malet-pl., W-.0.1. F. G. Thomas, 
F.R.L.B.A , Field-court, W.C.1: *Patman 


Se rn Ltd., 15, Islington Park- st., N.1, 
Southampton. —The successful tenderer for recon- 
struction and repairs to the Richville-rd. infants’ 
school, Regent’s Park, Southampton, was Messrs, 
Davies, Evans (Contractors), Ltd. (£10,300), and 
not Messrs. w. ©. & B. Lintott, Ltd. (£10,081), as 
given in our issue of February 9. 
Southampton.—Departmental stores, Above Bar. 
st., for British Home Stores, Ltd, George Coles, 
F.R.I.B.A., 40, Craven-st., C2: *H. Stevens é 
Co., Ltd., "Millbank Works. 
Southwark.—Reinstatement of warehouses, Hat. 
fields, S.E.1, for Civil Service Supply Association 
td. Ellis, Clarke & Gallanaugh, FF.R.I.B.A, % 
Grosvenor-st., W.1: ‘Trollope & Colis, Ltd., 
Great Queen-st., 


WC.2. 

Staffs.—Erection of Wallbrook, Coseley county 
primary school, for C.C,: *J. Webb, Ivy House-la., 
Coseley, £37, 745. 

Sunderland.—Erection of residential hostel, for 
aged a on the Thorney Close estate, for 
Te. ae. ee Boro’ A., Grange House, 
Rune. Sunderland: *G. H. Plemper, Ltd, 
Old Chester-rd., Sunderland, £21,417, 

_ Sunderland — Erection of fitting shop in Leopold- 

t.: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., Leopold-st., Sunderland. 

*"Sunderiand.—New Hall, Church of ly Mary the 
Virgin at a. Architects, 8S. W. Milburn & 
Partners, Esplanade, Sunderland: *George 
Henderson, "hast Boldon, Co. Durham. 

T (N ).—Erection of 38 houses on 
the Towcester No. 3 housing site: *Clements Bros., 
Northampton, £53,486. 

Wakefield.—New bus station for West Riding 
Automobile Co., Ltd.: *James Miller & Partners, 
Newmillerdam, Wakefield, £64,000. 

Wallsend.—Erection of ‘business premises in Gas 
House-la., for J. & E. Hall, Ltd. Architects, 
Cackett, Burns Dick & MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. G. Thompson & Sons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 28, Fowler-st., South Shields, 
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